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Comments from the Commander

This will be the 27 issue ol the Calversion that I have put out. During that time
I have meet a lot oi' great people. I have also made it a point of not making a big
thing when one ol our members die. I felt that I did not want the newsletter to be
one that brought bad tidings. but good intentions are not always good and sometimes
rules must be broken. This is one oi' those times, It is with great sorrow that I
must tell you that Sara JWorthington passed away on August 14 1392, From the rfirst time
Tila and I meet Hoyt and 3ara we became real good Iriends. That was at Rochester Mn.
the Calverts first reunion. Hoyt got elected executive officer and host oi the second
reunion in Atlanta. rrom then on we took the good and the bad togsther thraugh all the
rewnions, and let me tell you sometimes we had major problems to solve. Sara was a
hard worker for the Association. Her bubbly personally, Her drive, the jump up and
get things started made Her a leader. shen Sara spoke I even moved. The undertaking
ol' the individual and group pietures was a great help to reunion hosts. She leit
her mark on all ol us. I know that il heaven has any problems they are being solved
right now. 3ara JWorthington will be missed.......A few guys have asked me about a
mailing list or all the members. I am working on it. I have put all the names on
a computor list so that will make it simple, anyway thats what they tell me. Its not
Just the way I want it but will be by winter time. will let you all know in the next
newsletter.....Ed O'Brien, a past reunion host- (San Francisco) drops me a line from
time to time but always says, "dont print this". I keep asking him to write something
I can print so he did. I like Ed because he calls a spade a spade, and tells it like
it really is, so0 enjoy.......Running late in putting out the newsletter, so please
excuse me. Still on the 7 to 3:30 shift, but I see the light at the end of the tunnel,
I only hope its not a train comming at me. See Ya......j.l.cole
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Wwhen I came avoard the CALVERT on 3 Jan.l744 the ship's cacrpenter who I relieved had already
left : the Asst. lst Lt. was taking care of his duties, as actinz 'R' division officer so I
never met him. He had been aboard the ship about two vears : had been transfered to one of
the Newly organized ocases in dest Pac. To go back a bit, he had been a retired Ch. Carp's
Mate ¢ on being recalled to active duty had been advanced to Warr. Carp (at that time they
did not have Shipls Repair Teahnichian for what had been Ship's Carpenter) Anyway, when I
came aboard I had already been given u going over' prior to any officer reporting aboard
ship the Exec's orfice is sent a copy of this officer's orders assigning him to any ship,
giving his name, rank, former rate (in the case of Warrants) % all other pertinant data.
Ahen my orders came to the Ship I was only the 2nd Reserve warrant to report aboard all the
other warrants were U.S.K. The skipper : exec at that time were both U.S.N. % the only other
ofi'icer who was U.3.%. was the lst; Lt. who was a former Ch. Aviation Metalsmith, then
darrant Carp % later to Lt. As I probably mentaoned in other letters he detested All re-
serves : when I came aboard he didn't mince any words about what he thought about all re-
serves, kot #hat was strange, outside of the officers I mentioned above, all the rest of the
ship's oflicers were all Reserves ™ of course collece graduates : were pretty sharp % all
knew their jobs. Also, we had very few U3Y enlisted men aboard, mostly old cniefs, all the
rest ol' the crew were .eserves.
wWhen I took over the 'R' Division as I came aboard I soon round out that most of their loyal-
ity was to the Asst. lst Lt. : the lst; 1lt. % Lhey not only questioned any of my orders or
directives but would carry a lot o petty vossip to the lst Lt!s oiffice % ewentually he'd
Jjump me about something, whatever it was. It took me a Cew weeks to get some of those Todd
talls' straightened out, plus several 'go-rounds' with the 1lst Lt. as well as getting a few
die hards transrered, after that I had no trouble. In case youdon't remember the ¢ % R
shop was up on the atter end of the boat deck situated close to the LCVP Davits amidships
so while we were under way the R divislon could work on any of the boats that needed re-
pairs, whether it was welding or hull repairs : we could use the portable power tools,
worked out very handy.
The 'sea story' I'm working up to, came about during the initial invasion of the Phillipines,
we were attached to a amphibious group under ADCOMPHIEPACS, Pearl & were to unload our troops
at Leyte. Now, to go back a bit. When I came aboard CALVERT I noticed we had quite a few
strikers in the 'R' div. compared to the rated men % wondered why, % after asking a few
questions I found out that acenrding to the ship's allowance list, that was all set up prior
to the ship’s commissioning. Actually, it didn't seem exactly right because we had some
strikers who were better craftsmen in their rate than the 2nd & 1lst class they were helping.
One of the strikers, was much older than any of the men in the R div. but was always ready
to do his work % I did not in-terfer in the two Chiefs assigning the work or the super-
vision of same. I told them what had to be done % they carried out any orders % also helped
me when it came to giving the men their quarterly profciency marks (these are entered in the
Man's Service Record % are used for promotion or commendations).
We had an R division store-room located in Lower Hold #4 % kept a lot of gear we used for
the operation of' R Div. as well as all the dual-tube lire belts issued to all troops as
they came aboard. And whenever one of the strikers got a promotion to 3rd Class (Ship-
fitter, Carp Mate, Painter, Metalsmith) whatever the rate, he was assigned to Lower #4 %
issued all the gear, He alsc slept there % it was a pretty fair deg-hole, at least it was-
n't as crowded as most of the living spaces in the upper deck.
Well, this old striker took the exam for advancement to 3rd Cl shipfitter % as there were
about 2 or 3 others advanced at the same time, I let them pick who was going below for the 3
months duty (all hands who went below stayed there at least 3 months. Well, this old guy
said he'd take it % he went below to take over the job. We would have ship's inspection
usually at least every other week while underway, yes, even with a combat load. And when I
make my 'rounds' with the two chiefs I'd see this old shipfitter on deck shooting the
breeze with any of the idlers hanging around deck. I asked one of the chiefs, did you take
a look-see how the lower storeroom was cleaned up : he assured me it was spotless % so it
proved out. I always wondered, how come that guy could spend so much time on deck when
there was always work to be done in the lower #+ store-room, I never found the answer to
that question until I was making up a detailed list of all of his gear to send home to his
wife.

U. S. S. CALVERT (AFPA-32)
C/0 FLELT POST OFFICE
SAN FRAMCISCO, CALIFORNIA
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Now, to go ahead to when you served abeoard Calvert. I'm sure by now you can see that my 'sea
story ' is about the murder that occured in Lower #4% when we made the landings in Leyte when
we made the initial 'invasion of the Phillipines.' low back to the 'erime' always, when we
were either under way or making a landing I'd always put in a call with the security watch
(these men were all from 'R' Div, * would ;o thru all the troop spaces, both forward % aft)
the Ship's Bos'n ¢ myself would go to the ward room % have coflee before GQ sounded % then
would go to our stations. We were sitting there sipping some or the sturf left over Irom
the mid-watch. That stuff could sure wake wou up, when up the faney mid-ship ladder to the
wardroom came ove ol our youn: 3hipritters, I could see he wanted to talk to me about some-
thing ¢ seemed very agitated, so I walked over : asked him what the trouble was. His reply
was "Somebody just chopped orr the Turk's head" To elear this up, the old shiprfitter who
was in charge of #4 Lower hold was Irom arab parents or one of the mid-eastern people & was
gquite swarthy, had kinky hair (black) * was starting to get bald, +as puilt like a truck,
short, bi,; chested % well able to take care ol himself in any kind u. a fracas and was pretty
close-mouthed : being much older than all of the other men in the '’R' Div. didn't have too
many close triends, and all the kids' like any group aboard ship had their own name for him
% nicknamed him the TURX : always rerered to him (never in his presense) that way.

when tnis young sihipritter came out with that shocker about the Turk's head getting chopped
oifr it really threw me, so I thousht possivly the kid was pulling my leg so I told him "if
that's so, let's o down in lower 4 so I can see for mysel?, you lead the way", well the kid
re-acted likxe I'd hit him over the head with a club saying "no sir, I'm not going down there
agaln @ you can put me up for a court-martial ir you want but I1'm going to stay right here”
so I called the Chier Eos'n : we went Jown together, in order to zet to the store-room in
lower 4 you had to go by the Evaporater compartment where there were always water-tenders on
waten making feed : fresh water 24 hours round the clock, I stopped % asked the water-tender
on watch ir he had seen anybody going down to lower & : he replied, only the security watch.
Anyway, when we jot to the bottom ol the hold % started in the storercom (it was all enclosed
in panels of expanded metal so you could see everything inside but could keep it locked up

at all times.. 4ell, to say it was a mess is an understatement, on the table where the
storekeeper normally issued the stores was a mattiress where the Turk always slept, stowing
all this gear away during working hours. The Turk was there laying on his back % with his
head almost severed irom his neck. I never was aware of how much blood a human body contained
until [ saw the mess where the Turk lay. Apparently some one had sneaked down with a Machete,
sword or meat cleaver i rinished oi'l the Turk vefore he had a chance to defend himselr. He
had 3 large slashes, the Iirst one looked like it was a more or less diaagonal line across
nis lower jaw, this possibly awakened him % he rolled slightly over where another cut was on
the right side of his race : the deepest cut was right across the throat. when this occured
= the vlood was released it poured all over, the compartment looked like a slaughter house.
We did not have too much time to examine things before Gq ranyg out : we locked up the place

t bugged out or there % went to our (Q stations. Shortly after that we started debarking
troops t other than passing the word to the old man t the exec we just kept mum. I did
detail a couple of' carpenter's mates to make up a coffin for the Turk because I knew just as
soon as the army wounded starting coming aboard we'd have some deaths from wounds % whenever
this happened if we were still in the area we would send all bodies ashore.

After we had sent the last troops ashore : secured from G4 a couple of Doctors came down to the
storeroom ¢ examined the Turk's body % made a report on cause of death (this stuff all had to
be sent in to BUPERS to close out a men's service record) de put the Turk's body in the new
coffin % sent it ashore to be buried at the new cemetery in Leyte. It was only after we
pulled out of Leyte : went to a rear area to take on stores & occupation troops & be re-
assigned to another task group that I found out a lot about the Turk % the probable reason
that he'd been done in. First,in talking to some of the strikers % younger rated men(some
of them clammed up % I never got a word irom them) found out that the Turk had led a pretty
fast lire (most ol this information was in bits : pieces % we had no way of confirming the
truth) He had been a Bootlegger, this way back before prohibition had been repealed, then
he had been with a lot of Carnivals rumning the concessions (always on the shady side) then
he had operated a 'cat house' in Chicago I believe in ract everything he had worked at was
always 'rigged' in his favor.



This was borne out when I had to list all of his possessions Ior shipment home to his wife,

that was when I got the Lig surprise of my life, he had more dirferent types of crooked dice
%+ marked cards than you can imagine, some of them were quite complicated % the 'operator!
really had to know his 'business! Related to this was the money he had sent home previously
to his gettinz the lower #4 for his 'operations' he had to have scme co-operation from some
of the acting Master-at-arms because setting up this gear took quite 2 bit of room. (more on
that later) At that time, il you sent any money home, via Postal Money orders, the most you
could make out the amounit ror was $100 : even as a seaman he had sent home 600 to 700 bucks
per month. (I can't recall what a seaman's lst salary was at that time but something around
100 bucks. #ut when he ot the Lower 4 compartment he really sent home the bucks, he had
all these joney Order stubs in a larre cigar box, so it was easy to check the amounts, but
what really rang the bell, wads oI cash in 10 - 20 dollar bills (about 12 or 1500 bucks plus
about 3000 lbs or Australian 10 pound notes (at that time they were worth about 3 bucks as
i recall). dnat pot me was we had never been to Australia nor did we ever carry Aussi troops
as passengers). but the trick that he pulled that really rang the bell was his deal for
Steak % rrench fries, plus a can o: beer (Cold) delivered to your bunk, anytime at night. Now
in order to do that he had to have the co-operation of a cook + the cook couldn't do anything
unless he had the complete co-operation of at least one ol the Chiel Jommissary Stewards, so
several people had to be 'in' on thke deal, the price was $10.00 cash I don't have to tell you
the Turk did a land-ofi'ice business. Iater on, when I did rind out all the pgimmicks the
Turk had going <or him I asked one oI the youns Carpenter's mates how did 21l this take place
» he anawered that the Turk always nad more orders then he could [ill : comsidering that
perhaps tomorrow you might be killed : you couldn't spend your money anyway, why not live it
up???
fventually, I got all the Turks .jear assemvled : aiter the Intelligence oriicer, a Lt. okad
it Je had it boxed up : sent to his wife, somewhere in thae ifid-west I believe.
They hac a hearing on the murder : we never did actually come to a conclusion on who did the
Turk in but as we had some Army Rangers aboard (they were some sort of infantry % operated
on their own : were well versed in killing without making too much {fuss about it.) It was
agreed that whoever did the deed, spotted the Turk . watched his comings : golings : inished
him ofl when there was the least possitle chance ol getting caught. Whoever did the deed
may have been a guy who had been taken some years berore bty the Turk i deceided to get even.
The guy who did the job may have also been a 3Sailor because he acted like a sailor % threw
the weapon overboard, not like a soldier or Marine who would stash the knife or sword under
somethin;;.
For weeks after, whenever you went arocund the ship or down a passageway you got to where
you were going, went in . locked the door, more guys got cleoobered when they ran into some-
pody in a rush to get in a safe spot, Tt was quite a time. Fven time didn't stop the gossip,
about 20 years alter the war Bos'n Lund 2 his wife came out [rom Boston to visit : I took
him abeard Calvert, then tied up at the Uakland Naval supply base : used as a school for
cargo Loading : storage : the 3 chiers in charge when they round out we'd sailed on the 'C'
wanted to know all about the Murder of the Turk. I hope this will give you something to put
in the CALVEASION. If anything I've put down is not exactly clear, either drop me a line
for more info or clarification % I'll oblige. Yes, you can edit any or all of this 'Recollect~
ion' z I may be off on a date but at my stage in lire I'm lucky to be able to bang out this
stuff, Mary joins me in sending all our love % best wishes for everything good to Lila %
yoursell. Take care... Always.. Ed O'Erien

Louis Philippi....10.00
Many Thanks Charles Skillman..20,00
To the following persons who are Jim Xanders.......25,00

helping with newsletter expences. Robert McClure. ...30.00

Thank you very much..... Tom Glickman......25.00
Allen Menke....,,.10.00

Joe Moifet........10.00

Jo3oph RS saaten s f6:83 Mel Waite.........25.00
v.H. Stewart......20.00 Charles Linkh.....20.00
Harold Love.......10.00 A.J.Zawacki.......10.00
W.H.Fileessorar s, 25.00 Joe Brady.........25.00

Harry Underwood...10.00 Sam MCCO¥.vvus..a..20.00 o
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Charles Clark 42-43
Charlotte, d.C.
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mHE 1989 DISTINGUISHED
LAYMAN AWARD RECIPIENT

CHARLES M. CLARK

The Academy created this award to honor Jay
persons who have made substantial contributions
in service, education, research, or the practice of
allergy and immunology:.

Charles M. Clark is this years winner

M Clark started his career in the allergy extract market in 1963, serving
with Dome Laboratories from 1962-1967 and Greer Laboratories from 1967
to 1978, He has been a consultant with Key Pharmaceuticals July 1978 to
June 1986) and Schering Laboratories (June 1986 to the present),

Mt Clark is perhaps best remembered for his many educational activities
which include his famous “weed walks” which he started in 1968 at aller;
training centers in the spring and fall. He has also given lectures at medi
schools across the country, including Duke University and the State University
of New York at Buffalo on allergen extract manufacture, the standardization

process, and aerobioclogy.

He has provided assistance to allergy training fellows concerning job locations
and opening a solo office practice. He developed a slide and tape program for
Current Views,

In addition to affiliate membership in the American Academy of Allergy and
Immunology {since 1973) and the American College of Allergy and Immu-
nology, he is also affiliated with the Intenational Association of Aerobiology,
the Paul Ehrlich Seminar Program (since 1981) and the JUIS Committee on
Standardization of Allergy Extracts.

Dear Mr. Cole,

[ Volunteer of the week = |

[

b i ' % i
Lewis Smith
Over three decades at Tri-Clover

Lawls Smith of Crefleld has hald llmostavcr; available
in his more-than 35 yenrs with Tri-Clover Fire Company.
Besides volunteering 22 years as a flrefighter, Bmith hes
served as president, vice president and secratary for member-
ship, He helpe out with banquets and other functlons. The
third Sunday of each month, {rom B a.m. u!r.m.,he_un ba
found in the kitchen where hels responaible for lurning out
the golden brown homa fries that complets Tri-Clover’s famous

eakinste, .

Hmith s alse aclive in tha ATET Plonesrs, for whom he
works In & variety of roles. He in one of Lwo preseniers who don
the “Woodsy the Ow!” costuma for programs on ecology. From
Thanksgiving to Christmas, he spends much time at the
Lehigh Vallsy Mall ae part of {he Pioneer's gift mpgi: g pro-
ject, ﬁ'}m Pioneers also run auctions and Smith ean be found
among the workers moving furniture and satling up the event,

He also glves lime Lo his church, Jordan United Church of
Christ, moat recently dolng soms painting and preparing for
the annual picnic,

Smith ie u trustee of (he new Parkland Chapter of ths
Amerlcan Association of Relired Persons which meets st
Jordan Lutheran Churzh. A Navy veteran wha gerved in both
World War II and tha Korean War, ha is & member of the
Vernon G. Kern Post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars .

With such involvement in the community, it's no wonder his
wife, Gloris, Jokingly says she han Lo make an appointment il
she wanta Lo see him!

)~

Phillip C. Gowdy
150 North Bluff
Alpharetta, Georgia 30201

I am writing a World War II history which will include a

chapter on the July 1943 Invasion of Sicily. I am interested in
contacting surviving members of U.S.S. Calvert, including possibly
yourself, who served in the invasion fleet and would be interested
in assisting my research through their recollection of events that
long ago summer.

I would appreciate your help and thank you for your service

to our Country.
Sincerely,

ip \ s
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AP8S/

(c) Cun crews be en alert and malntelnineg a Jeokeut auvgmenting the repular
Lookoutas, Centrel efficers and gun ceptains meke every abtempb to be hablbually
awore of location ef ships erl eur own ferce se thut in case enemy ships aprear
they will be recepnized and action teken, Exerclse extreme care be make eertain
we do nobt fire 'en a ship of eur ewn force.

(d) fiet rid of unnecessary fire hozerds such ss trash eld nuarda, etc.

(=) Naintain darkened ship. 14nimum use of low power red flash lights
for hapndling beats.

7.5upply depaitment be resdy be unlead ship supplies (foalslulls, ships
alare cte.) only keeping en boerd sulficient supplies for 12 duys. Lelinite
infermatien cannet he civen for number of persennel as this will depend upen the
number of casuslbies (Army) ahip heg en board,

8. (=) A U.3 submorine ray be located a1 shewn in sketches zbout Lhree (3
riles west of UAFI. Submarines are supnosed to keep clear,

(b) For landing the chellenpe 1s GRURGE
Heply PATION,

(e} It is hoped (lefinibely roped rether bhan e:pected) bhwt z landing
will be ma:de witheut arpanized resistance and fire will be wibhheld until it
is delinitely knewn thers is resistance,

(4) Any ship, alreraft of tr.ep unit that meebs resistince ahzll tuke
immediste and vigoreus effensive 2ctien and shall intorn the seniar efficer
present of this ract by bhe key words "PATLERL UPY transmitbed in piain lanpuage,
Th= force cemmenter of !orth, Ceutr=l cf Srukhern Attwek Troup shall A1 icele
vlgor.sus and elflensiwe action be taken by any er all groups when he transmite the
Key wards NPLAY BAILLY.

9. For infermatiem:

(2)°FTHALCY #153 and DCIE F155 which are working with boats assipned
HALIIIS will pass SAFI breakwaber bescen at H hour and plus 15 minutes and
land btroops ahezd ef all beab waves,

. {b) Lur ewn sircraft will start operating at Jduyllght prirarily te protect
ships,

{2) Fire suppert sroup (bet:leship, eruleer, & Iestreyers) in case of
nimht dandine will epen fire at Aarlicht after landing has bren rade, if
necoseAry. In case of daylipht landihg above shlps will bertard prier be
lending, if necessary.

(d) Linesweepers will sweep a channel fer bhe ships te trenspest area,

Pare 3
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(e)UONABUAZK may lay mines te seaward aida ef tranapert ares fer pretectisn
ageinat submarines,

(f) The anti~pubmarine scrsen will pretect scaward side of Lranspert area,
{g) See Lt. Tayler's sketches fer [ull particulars regarding beaches.

10, Hurber bhis memeranium serially, deliver cepy to sach shiple sfficer

anl obtain receipt for same. It 1s mandatery that thia Lemorsenlum not be taken

ashore. Censider contents gecrst asm far as enemy cencerned, bub disseminebs
211 infermation te bhe crew, " . v

This photo trom Tom Sawyer says-
a part ol the 2nd Division
J.5.3.Calvert dov. 14, 1343



Here is an update on the U.5.5,Calvert {ini-reunion to be held in Jarren,

Jhio on @ctober 1-2-3, 1992. Everything is proceding on "an even keel" and were
"steaming ull speed ahead" toward Oct. 1st.

Reservations are arriving at a steady pace, and were expecting a large group
to enjoy the activities that weve planed. 3y the way, the !lotel has only 45 rooms,
so don't get shut cut.You may have toc stay at another racility, far removed irom all
the action.

There are several suprises in store, in addition to the plans that have been
announced. Were sure that everyone will enjoy them very much. Alsc a reminder that
iI' any one needs directions, let me know. So pack your pood time clothes" andbe
prepared to enjoy. Drive carefully and if your Ilying, trust the airlines to get you
here sal'ely. Deadline I'or reservations is Aug. 29, 1332

bBest Regards Georpe and Bev. 216 333 5066

wut e HG HEROTMONON;
REGISTRATION FEE $5.00
ey (216) 393-1200
l a(( I 1—] © | ZE HAYL RESERVATH
T‘Q‘['{" O '_z) FARK HOTEL e o FRIOAY
116 NORTH PARK AVENUE BUS TRIP AND LUNCH
! 4 2 @ = 1 9 5 ::2:5#;03310 44471 TAX A TIP INCLUDED
Cur @ntie statf would Ve 10 ke s oporhunity b extord d e w L1045 CAGM BAR 318.30 —_— -
Bl T v AW weiCorPa 10 you guring
I =™ FRIDAY EVENIMG
At Botw | (o Tiarme, Tt Trrw | Dopaings HOT HORE D'OUVERS
— $53.75 par nighe CABH BAR $6.30
USE CALVEAT REUMICH ol Oouble/Single Occopancy
e s Includer tax SATURDAY
Campany or Groun Name & Akt Guet! Home Phona Chiidren BUS TRIF TO HALL OF
FAME OR BEQPRING 511,00 —_— [

Poomn Guorantes Information vha Arreton.
. Cndit Card Namesr Wm&“.‘mvm Exree Own (ciciscre
o ot B Nerecel BALL QF FAHE)
fondd ADULTS $3.30

To guamntas room rewnations 17 In complets cedit card Inforation (nciucing epiraiian cighe;

341t one night § oot L
Hale Gauo woms om belng held Lnt
Rewmrvations natl guarcntesd by the dats. atove, ams siomct iy owolionity

SENIOR CITITEN (65} $2.50 —_— [

LUNCH AT 356th

B it T eSSy U P J - U UV ORDER YROM THE MEWU

Detach here and madl to the hecel
** THOSE aF YOU WHD ARE FLYING INTO THE YOUNGSTOWN, OHLIO AIRPORT
SHOULD LET THE HOTEL KNOW THEIN ARRIVAL TIME 50 THAT THE HOTEL SATURDAY EVENING
VAN CAN COHME TO THE AIRFORT FOR YOU. IF YOU COME INTQ THE BANQUET & DAHCING
CLEVELAND OR AKRON AIRFORTS AND NEED TRANSPORTATION, CALL TAX & TIPF INCLUDED
GEOMGE AT [216) J99-50%66 AND ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE TO CASH BAR 322.00
PICK YOU UP AND BREING YOU TO WARREN, - e
T¢ celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Qrlglnal Commlsslonlng INDICATE BARQUET CACICE: i-
of the U.S.5. Calvert, wa are planning many excltlng aventa.’ i

ROAST PAIME NIB OF BEEF
Beginning Thursday, October |, 1392, arzival and registration ———— HALL FORM TOY

In the hospitality room. Free time to get re-scquainted and ko CHICKEH CORDCN BLEU Ceorge E. Mackey

visit the clty. . . 2241 Stewart Drive,

Friday, October 2, 1992, registration In the hospitality recm. ROAST LOIN OF PORK Warren, Ohle 44485

At 5100 a.m., & bus erlp to Amish Country and varicua histor- WITH APPLE WALNUT BAUCE ! i
ical altes. Buffet lunch on the way homs. That eveaning, a !
get-together in the ball room for drinks, hors d'oeuvees, ahd o Nams

92b time. b n 1 Addrens

Saturday, October Jrd, buses leave at 8130 a.m. for the Fook- MAK

balf Hall of Fame in Canton {or shopping at Belden village Mall), ERCHECERDRIHONRTRCREERRRATARLE LTOY chiy

Lunch at 336th Fighter Squadron Restaurant at the Akron Alrport, GEORGE E. MACKEY/USA CALVERT REUNION

& unlgue experience, Bale ____Ip
To top off the day, the banquet and denclng In the Ballroom.
Sunday, cheak out by 12:00 oee. kj PLEAGE MEGPOHD BY AUGUST 29, 1992

SEE TOU iN &T. LOUIS [} 93
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Norfolk, Virginia

NANSEMOND HOTEL
World War II
1942-1945

When the United Statex entered World War 11, il was evilent Lhat a
victory over the Axitx powers wonkd require an everseas landwmgr against
strong, enlrenched oppasilion. Te accomplish this, it was necessary to
pstablish an amphibions copmand that weuld not only Lrain Lronge, in em-
Tarkation and landing technigues but =hips and erews in amphibious apera-
tioms. In March 1912, the Amphibiows Foree, Ablanbie Fleel, wax fomed
with headimusrlers in Hampton Moads. Admital Reland M. Reaman! was
its first commander but was relieved of his conimand a month lnter by
Admiral II. Kent Tewiltt.

When Admiral Tlewitl hecame commander of Lhix uew infant force,
his staff occupied a small building near 1he doeks an the Naval Operation
Base. It soon beeame evidenl that Lavger and more sdequate quarlers were
necsded by Lhe Commmder amd Lis joint Army-Navy staff.

The Nansemond lote] was selecled heenwse it was gdeally silunted
wi'h itz LBenehfront on the Chesapeake Tay where lunding cralc could be
exxilv bearhed. 6 wius nise close to Lhe Naval Dperaling Tnse, In Litile
Creek, amd to the ferry Innding al Willonghby Spit. The hutel, however,
was already in use as the hoadgmarters of the Air Delense Region (Wing)
of the First Inlereeptor (Fighter) Command directed by Colimel Malenlm
. Stewarl. The colonel conlimued o oecupy his hotel-headyuariers ontil
eourt prisceedings Look place.

On Aug. 1%, 1912, the Nansemnond Iotel beeame offivinl headaquarler=
of Lthe Comprunder Amphibious Foree, UL 8 Allantiv Fleet, and remained
=n until Aug. 15, 1'H5. The enlive hotel, from Lasement tn penthouses, was
rader milikuy eantrol, A wire Tener with goanls on 21 hours a day daty,
wore pul sropnd the premises. Nobe bul those with proper ientification
were permitled  inside.

Seonls amd raiders practiced amphibious landings day and night ont-
side Lhe Nansemond, The Leach wlso served as a testing ground for the
lichts which were later used in “Operalion Terch”

The second floor of the Hotel, somelimes reforrml to ng tie 1oy of
[n'ies,” was used by the various stall ofTicers and strict seewiy walch
was maintained al all times. Temporary bareacks were erected by the Kavy
for the personnel attnched to the hotel-headnuarters in the nemby Sarnh
Congtant Shrine Park.

While Admiral Tlewill was in eommand nt the hotel muny of Lhe
eounltry's great military Tenders, including Genernl George 8. Putton, Jr,
met with him and his staff. Their tank was to help plan the first major
amphibinus operation of the war, Thix daring aperation. known as *QOpern-
Lion Tavch,” invalved the transpartalion of U, 8. Army treops {rem Hamp-
ton Reads and establishing them ashore in French Morveeo, Norih Afrien.

Ta accomplith 1his operation, Admiral Ilewilt teft his hendyuarters
and Lhe rear echelon of s comnmund in the able hands of his Chief
of Staff,, Commndore Lee Payne Jolson, and hoprded the USRS Auguata,
the task force flagship. At dawn np {ctoler 21, the admiral led 1. 8. Naval
Task Foree 31 out of Hampton Roads with U 8. Avmy Foree “A" under
General George S. Patlon, Jv. [or French Morecen,

The admira! eonducted Lhis large amphibions foree over snemy xub-
infested waters Lo North Alviea withoul the loss of a single ship or enemy
atltack. Admiral Samuel E. Morison, naval histovinn, records the speration
planned under Admiral ITewitt and his slaff al the Nansenumd Totel as
one of the outstanding, inlelligent and successful plans of the entire war,

In February 103 Admiral Iewitt was pul in command of the . 8.
FEighth Fleet. 1Ie wna relicved by Admiral Alan €. Kirk. Admiral Kirk, ax
Commander of (he Amphibious Force, and hiz staff participaled in the
Munning and invasion of Sicily, [taly, Southern France and Normandy. In
June of 1943, Admital Kirk, went nlward the command ship 'S8 Ancon,
and wna in command of transporting of 1. 8, Army Task Foree "R"
[ lusky) under the command of General Troy H. Middleton Lo the Mediter-
ranean. The Army task force was composed of the Forly-Fifth Division Re-
inforced (Thunderbird) from the Soulhwest.

In April 1043 the Amplihious Training Commnand was establizhed.
Commudare Lee Mavne Jolnson wias put in eommand, and he sel up hia
headyuarters in the Nansemond., The training command had salellile bases
at Solomnnz, Md,, Little Creek, and Camp Dradford, Va., Ocracoke. N, (2,
and Ft. Pierce and Panama City, Fla, Commodore Johnson was 1clieved in
April 191 by Admiral R, M. Dockwell, who conlinued in edmmand until
after the war,

 SBeulpted in a Norfolk hotel, spnwned a the waterlogged Lennfields at
Little ('reck. exercised on the Chesupenke Bay Ieaches, and Dbolslered by
East Coast fisharmen, the Atlantic Amphibivus Foree is o tribule to Amer-
lcan ingenuily, enthusinsm and energy.

From its simple wartime beginnings—un old transporl, 8 command-
eered hotel, crates that served am desks, and bennfields that became part
of the world's largest naval amphibious Imse, the Amphibious Force mush-
roomad to be the vanguard of Eurcpean invasions.

Equipment and vessels of the type seen todny were not in existence in
1842 when the amphibs drew first official Lreath, nor had modern tech-
nigues been developed.

Working around the elock in the Nn d IIntel leaders ossembled
ships, men, plans, and organizational structure, Nearby beanfields, now part
of Lthe 1,800-nere Little Creek Naval Amphibioua Base became the site of
intensive boilding-training scenes,

Materinle and workmen began to prur into the desolate ares. Raw re-
cruits from Inland America teamed with East Coast fishermen in training
invasions of the Chesapeske Bay benches, While facilities were primitive,
and meny of the officers and men inexperienced, spirits ran high. One by
one the special lessons that had to be learned in amphibious warfare were
learned, if only by trial and error. ‘The delicate problems of loading a Lrans-
pert with combat eargo were met and molved. The technigues of beaching
b::‘;loads of armed tighting men in eopricivus aurf were painfully discov-
ered.

The LST Innding evaft sprang from the need of a flathottom ship that
cotild carry heavy equipment and place it on beaches overseas. Sandy
benches that bogged down jeeps, and other vehicles had to be conquered, or
their equipment and troops would become ensy iargets for enemy gunfire.

From this lowly atart the Atlantic Fleet Amphibious Force went on to
the end of the war 0 one of the moat versatile alements active in world
conflict, ang the Little Creek bane had earned the title “Cradle of Inva-
siona.”

Since the end of World War II, the amphibious organization molded in
the Nansemond Hotel has continued to corey out all aspects of amphibons
operations as a vilal pari of our netionai defense.

Amplubious groups regularly deploy to the Mediterranean and Carib-
benn. They have taken part in many crises, emergeney evacuntions and hu-
manitarian reliel missions,

Amphihious planning is no fonger directed from the Nangemond Hotel,
but from its beachlront one can see Force Shipa operating on the Chesa-
peake, testing new boats, ships, equipment tactics and techniques ax the
Foree continuex to develop.

Mrs. George Merrill sent me the following.
was a C.Pharm. Mate that came fron the Harry Lee and

spent 36 months aboard the Calvert. Merrills wife
Emily is holding the life ring.
in 1931.

George

George passed away

4
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Peepest Sympathy

Joseph F. Turpl

John Glancy Lt.

William B. Allyn

Gerald L. Jones L43-46

MEMBERS PASSED AWAY

Michael G. Lesniak CM1 43-45

July 1,1992

Oct. 30 1991
Clifford R. McKilrick Jan. 4,1992
March 15 1992

June 28,1992




