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Comments from the Commander

We had a very nice time in.Spekane. Tom and Shirley Upchurch did a
great job. One of out trips was to Farragut to see the old Navel training
base there. It was built in 1942 on a 400 acre wooded site. Trees were cut
down and sawed into boards to build the camp. Five camp sites were built and
each had a large quanset building in which the men drilled. A total of 750
buildings were built. The camps could train 30000 recutes at one time. When
it closed in 1946 it had trained 293,381 seamen. After the war it became a
college. That lasted only a few years because of declining enrollment. In
the 60's the Boy and Girl Scouts used it for their Jamboree's. Today all that
is left of the base is a water tower, an anchor, and a visitors building to
mark the place. The whole area is again covered with trees. It is now a state
park. The Navy is not compleatly gone from the area. One of the lakes near
by has a secrete submarine base. There they are testing for propeller vibrar-
ions so that subs underwater can be identified by their propeller pitch. But,
~on't tell anyonz that I told you..... In the newsletter is a copy of a letter
sent by thas Calvert to Stephen Straka parents telling them what the ship did
for their son on his 21 birthday. when I was on there in the 50's it was just
another day. You were lucky if anyone wished you one. But that was during
the Korean War, Sorry 1 forgot, it was a Police Action according to Harry
Truman, Presgdent...... Our next reunion will be held in Philadelphia,Pa. in

- October, 10,11,12,and 13 of 2012. It will be
at the Embassy Suits Hotel with a room rate of
$129.00. This is higher than usual but I am
told that rates of 135 to 150 are in nearby
hotels. There is a free suttle from the air-
port and the hotel has a free "Happy Hour"
each evening from 5 to 7. We will have more
reunion information in the July newsletter.
Also information on events planned for the
reunion. Lila and I are looking forward to
going to Philadelphia....... Well thats about it
for this newsletter. We hope the New Year
brings you all lots of Joy and Happyness all

Year long. Till next time..... j.l,cole
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We want you to know how much we enjoyed our first calvert reunion in
Spokane. It was a memorable experience and we value the wonderfull time
spent in reminiscing and sharing with new acquaintances. We're looking
forward to next year.

Thank you for the newsletter, for all that you do for the Calvert
crew, and for your fine leadership. Annette, Alan Sherian

1653 14 ROAT SHAL CHINAGSY

The photo above came from Eugene Hanson who found it while going through
some old boxes. He was on the Calvert in 45%- 46 retireing in 1964, The
only man he can remember is Worthington GM2. Eugene Hanson
WHILE CLEANING OUT MY TOP DRESSER DRAWER I FOUND THE

FOLLOWING ARTICLES & LETTERS HIDING BEININD SOME STUFF, THE

FIRST IS AN ARTICLE FROM STARS & STRIPES ABOUT OPERATION LONE

EAGLE. IN THE BACKGROUND IS THE USS CALVERT. THE SECONDIS A

CALVERT FAMILY GRAM ABOUT THE WEST PAC DEPLOYMENT

ALSO INCLUDED IS A LETTER SENT TO MY FAMILY. THE FAMILY
WAS CONCERNED ABOUT MY 21* BIRTHDAY. THE LETTER FROM
COMMANDER, A.MAJOR, ExO. SAYS IT ALL. AND THE SKINNY KID.IN THE
PHOTOIS ME. AT THE TIME I WAS TOTALLY SUPRIZED AND HUMBLED BY
HAVING LUNCH WITH , CAPTIAN RENFRO. IT PROVES THE SHIPMATES
WERE ALL FAMILY.

I AM PRESENTLY CONVERTING ABOUT 1,000, SLIDES TO DIGITAL
PHOTO’S TO BE PUT ON A CD AND HOPLFULLY SHARED WITH INTERESTED

SHIPM{&TE_S. STEPHEN STRAKA
MM2 1962/1965

“A” DIVISION

7153 W, PARKVIEW DR.
PARMA, OHIO 44134
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This is the sccond of a series of letters written by the officers and men
of USS CALVERT to be sent to our ferdlics or frionds to koep them informed of
our onctivitios, cccomplishments, and, when nossible, plons for the futurc.

1o loft Sen Idego on 11 Junc and steamed for Pearl Harbor, Underway wo
followed mconcuvering rules for wortime merchant convoys, conducted nayal mon-
cuvers, and held momy genoeral quarters, abondon ship, and fire drills, ALl of
those oxercises wero designed to further prepoare us for cny dutics assigned
while a part of tho SEVEITH Fleet in ‘estiac,

CALVERT arrived in Peorl Harbor 19 June, off-loacded ¢argo, roloaded for
Operation "Flying Dislkd, o logistics cuphibinue.oxercise, . and went to sea the
next dayes UWith a neor capecity load of Morines, over 750, wc plowed the waters
off the Howndian Islends before landing our waves of linrine loaded boats over
tho beach, As soon as cur Uoats were recouvered, we,sot underway and rnturncd
Nall ahead full" to Pearl Herbor for Vldborty collh,

: Mony mombers of the crow used these next four doys to swim at Woilkdldd,
others toured the island of Oahu, and many nen visited the frizona Momorial
which stonds in honor of the heroic men who ¢icd that DAY of 7 December 1941,

On 30 Junce the sguodron bLrolie cpart, and tke,shins were all dotached to
proceocd enward to their vorious portis in VestPaoc, CALVIRT alonoe hoaded for
Yokosukas Just prior to detachment, the ships of the squadron formod in a
colunn, with CALVERT hmuled out to storboard, and all stcamed by rendering
honors for the last time to Commclore ZRLY who will be relioved by -Captain
-P,C. STTMPSON after C.LVERT arrives in Yokosuk:,

tHth this great amqunt of operstions ond militory protocel, woe still found
tine to have nany oxtra octivities, The most outstanding event wos a charcoal
cookout on number four hateh, The Supply Officer clodimed thot cach men ato on
averopge of four homburposs ond hotdess,

The cruise Look committee has chifted into high gear in onticipation of a
really fino book, Soon to be en soloe, tivds ook jromiscs to be tho best of

its kind cver published; it will teoll vou the full stoery of our cruisc. :
Our- softball tecm was reorpgonized in Pearl, Unfortunatcly, at this.timo

thoir record is O wine 2 losses, but wrospects ore for ruch improvement, Also
a voluntary honor guard, the only onc in the Squadron, has been rcorganized
by our Marinoe Combat Corpo Officer, They porformed for the Commodorc's arrival -
on board, and will bo a colorful agdition to the chonge of .command ccrenony.

Ve now havo on honorary cortificat¢ for those porsons who are highlinod .,
to or fron CLLVIRT, It is-an engraved, colorcd: narchnent signed by tho Cap-
tain over the shiptssscal and serves,to inforn all thet the beorer is a member
of the brave "Order of tHe Highlino', Captain RENIFRO, tnsign Z5CHAU, oand
Chlef Gunner's ilato FRAZIER ore the first recinionts of this cortificatel

The Fourth of July was a.great doy for C.IV DT, e enjoyed a M"smoker!
complete with talent, boxing, and free cigers yrovided by our Wolfaro and
Recroation Fund, Immodiatoly cfter tho smokor, we, held svim eall; stopping
the ship ond putting boats in the water for safety, It was quite an unusual
focling to be mwimming 1,000 riles from lond, Unfurtunately, a school of
vholos deecided to Join our party so we endeld our svim quite ebruptly.

CALVERT crosgcd the 100th Meredian an:l entercd the Realm of the Golden
Drogon pn 2 July, This was the day omitted from our cuolendars, causing somo
confusion as thoso crow mertbers with the midwntch stood two 2-hour watches, .
It all onded well with all mow officinlly in the Realm of the Golden Drogon.

Wo ore port of the world's largest Naval Command ond probably history'a
_mogt powerful, It is the Pacific Fleet's job to keep & firm grip on the Poci-~
fic'a*vast sen area, -as well as to GBuJbllBu and’ maintain contrel of al1l™ .
cosentiol sea lines of communication for the U.S. and its ollios. It nust

also bé_ibépnrod to ceny use of these to any cnemy. CATVERT is ready to assume ™ 7

her shore of this regsponsibility,

3



Tpg Atems listed below I got from Paul Griffith. There were actually
- 53 hut,‘-,.I}_,dl'dn'.t have room to print them all. I thought they might tickel
your. furmy bone. ENjOY....--- N

;;.'@ ﬂl@u@zw 057715 all SALTS, SEALAWYERS, SWABS

= anm-xu_o,j ADMIRALS , GUM DECKERS, AND ALL THE OTHER ASSORTID SCAVENGERS OF THE SIVIN SEAS
.HONORED MEMBER OF THE FIAST AND THE MOST [LLUSTRIOUS CREW WHICH DISTINGUISHED (TSELF FOREVER
After laaving the Navy, how lo live In the style to which you have become accustomed:

1, Buy a dumpster, palnt it gray and live in It for 6 months straight.
2. Run all of the plplng and wires Inslde your house on tha outside of
the walls.
3. Pump 10 Inches of nasty, crappy waler into your basement, then pump
It out, clean up, and palnt the basement "deck gray.”
4, Every couple of weeks, dress up In your best clothes and go the
scummlest part of town, find the most run down, trashy bar you ¢an, pay
$10 per beer untll you're hammered, then walk home in the freezing cold.
5. Perform a weekly disassembly and Inspection of your lawnmower.
6. On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays turn your water temperature up to
. 200 degrees, then on Tuesday and Thursday tum it down to 10 degrees. On
* Saturdays, and Sundays declare to your entire family that they used too
much water during the week, so all showering Is securad.
7. Ralsa your bed to withln 6 inches of the celling.
8. Have your next door nelghbor come over each day ata.m., and blow a
whistle so loud that Helen Keller could hear it and shout “Reveillo,
Revellle, all hands heave out and trica up®.
9. Have your mother-n-aw write down everything she's going to do the
following day, then have her make you stand in the back yard arh.m. and
read It to you,
10. Ext the raunchlest Mexican food you can find for three days
straight, then lock yourself out of the bathroom for 12 hours, and hang
a sign on the door that reads *Secured-contact OA division at X-3053."
11. Submlt a request form to your father-indaw, asking If it's ok for
you to Jeave your house before 3 p.m..
- 12 Invite 200 of your not-so-closest friends to come over, then board
up all the windows and doors to your house for 6 months. Afler the 6
. months Is up, take down the boards, waye at your friends and family
" through the front window of your home.:.you can't leave unlif the next
- day you have duty.
13, Shower with above-mentioned friends,
14. Maka your famlly qualify to operate all the appliances In your home
(Le. dishwasher operator, blender technicfan, elc.).
15. Walk around your car for 4 hours checking the Ure pressure every 15
minutes.
18. Sit In your car and let It run for 4 hours belore going anywhere.
This Is to ensure your engine Is properly "lighted off.”
17. Empty all the garbage bins In your house, and sweep your driveway 3
.times a day, whether they need It or not (Now sweepers, start your
g:oms. clean sweep down fore and aRt, emply all sh-tcans over the
tall) '
18. Repaint your entire house once a month.

- 19, Cook all of your food blindfolded, groping for any spice and

;gaaonin? g?u can get your hands on. . ;

.Usa eighteen scoops of budget coffee ground !
pot to sit 5 hours _bafore drinqug. ’ ® per pol, &nd allo each
21, Have your neighbor collect all your mail for a month, read your
rznzag;zln%s.sgg% (r)%ndomly lose every 5th item.

. Spen ,000 on a satellite system for your TV
and the weather Channel. ! ! Aiideihte
23. Avoid watching TV with the exception of movies which are played in

! the middle of the night. Have the family vote on which i
A. 2nd then show a different one. o ich movie to watch
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and Mrs Stephen J. Straka Cod
177 W. 58th Street #
Cleveland, Chio
Dear Mr and Mrs Straka: -
Your telegram addressed to the Bureau of Naval Personnel has ' T

been forwarded to CALVERT for action, and I am pleased to be able

hn

CALVERT regularly and routinely arranges to celebrate the ﬁg:_ e
pirthdays of all men on board with a partiy, birthday cake and ice @ ~ °
cream, etc., suitable for the occasion. The party is not necessarily
held on the day of the man's birthday, since this would require S
probably a daily party, and our schedule of operations precludes _ 5
this, Instead, as operations permit, and generally about once each
week, those men who have had birthdays during the week are brought
together to celebrate their birthdays jointly. Such a party has
been held today for about 12 men, including Stephen.

Today's party was somewhat more elaborate than usual.’ It
started at 1130 A.M, and included a special lunch at which both
Captain RENFRO and myself attended., Dessert was a beautiful pirth- -
day cake and ice cream. I have enclosed some pictures of the party
in order to give you some idea of what it was likes

As you know, CALVERT is now deployed in the Western Pacific st
as a Unit of the Ready SEVENTH Fleet and as the Flagship for Commandejuisj sl
Amphibious Squadron FIVE. oo

it RO e PR Y. _MW* a;_:--n‘m.-,.__...
... »d8.M8 travel about the Orient in the course of our regular ..
operations, Stephen will have an opportunity to visit ashore-dn.
_several countries, and be able o experience for himself how other
people and other mations live, This experience will be botn
interesting and educational for him, and I hope he will find time to
write to you often to tell you about it, He is a fine young man of
whom you may be justly proud, and we are pleased to have him &as a
member of CALVERT's crew., ' '

S
N

Sincerely,
(Dt

5 P
A, MAJOR
Commander, U,5. Navy

Executive Officer

PR R T -




the 0|d crew These pictures were provided by

Patrick Hobbins who served abecard
the Calvert from 1954 to 1957.

Radarmen, ETS, of O Division

Mel Campbell, Bill Predham, O Division G Division
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VA Offers Medallions to Mark Grave s
Veterans who choose not to be buried in a national or state VA
cemetery, but sull wani a gu.- st Dirrished erave marker
have a new option in the form of a new VA benelit. VA
announced in June that it will
begin distributing medallions
featuring the various military ser-
vices to note the deceased's ve ter-
an status.

The bronze medallions—
depicting a three-dimensional
folded flag surrounded by a laurel
wreath with the word “Veteran" on top and the service branch
spelled out below—are available in three diameter dimensions:
five inches, three inches and 1% inches. VA says the different
dimensions are designed to fit on various-sized headstones,
grave markers and columbarium or mausoleum niche covers,

All veterans who died on or after Nov. 1, 1990, and whase

grave is marked with a privately purchased headstone or

- marker are eligible for the medallion. The veteran’s next-of-
kin or those acting on the veteran’s behalf can order the
bronze medallion. After accepting a claim for the medallion,
VA will mail it along with z kit that allows the family or the
staff of a private cemetery to adhere the device to a head-
stone, marker or niche cover.

Veterans or family members interested in applying for the
medallion can access www.cen.va.gov/him _hm.asp, Unidl a
new form specifically for ordering the medallion is available,
VA says applicants can use the form for ordering govern-
meat headstones and markers, VA Form 40-1330.

" VA created the medallion in accordance with Public Law
110-157, enacted on Dec. 26, 2007, which directed VA to
“furnish, upon request, a medallion or other device of a
design determined by the Secretary to signify the deceased’s
status as a veteran, to be attached to a headstone or marker
furnished at private expense.”

Eligible veterans are entitled to a traditional government-

- 'furnished headstone, marker or bronze niche marker. Or
they can choose the new medallion instead. VA notes veter-
ans can't have both.
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Anthony L.

Those who attended the 2071

Jean,Laverne Benson
Urban, Margaret Butler
John, Lila Cole

John, Margaret Collier
Jim, Rosale Derkes
Norman, Mary Durr
Oorville, Ruth Gordon
William Habrat
William, Jacgueline Haggarty
Richard, JoNell Hickok
Paul, Mary Kloess

Chlan
Robert E. Dumas BMSN 52-55
John M. Gallaway Cpt. 50-52

William M. Armstrong SK3 52-54

Alan Mcbhonald Si1/c 40-42

Reunicn 1n Spokane Wa.

WE MOURN THE
PASSING OF THESE SHIPMATES

12-26-10
6-15-11
8-15-11

6-12-11

From the Harry Lee

12-94

Are listed below.

Glynna Morse

Saretta Roland
Robert, Pat Seye
akan, Annekte Sherian
Don, Leoma Taylor
John, Dorothy Tollensdorf
Tom, Shirley Upchurch
Bob, Doris Upton

Ivan vail

pale Willhite

Hoyt, Sue Worthington

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ APA 32

I would like to thank the following who made a donation to the Newsletter.

Carl MUnson........-«---. 50.00
William Miller.......... 50.00
Stephen Straka.......... 25.00
Norman DUFT .. .cccceveses 25.00
William Bridgeford...... 25.00
Richard Hickok.......... 10.00
Robert Seye........c.... 20.00
John Collier............ 50.00
Alan Sherian........... 100.00
John Tollensdorf........ 40.060Q

IN Memory Qf..

rRuth Gallaway 100.00 IMO Husband John
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