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Comments from the Commander

First of all that is not a RAT in the upper right corner of this
page. It's a gopher, and since i'm from Minnesota and we are called
the Golden Gophers I thought it was fitting to be on the front page.
They say rats are the first to leave,I'm not......Its been about twenty
five years since I been to the Kennedy Space Center and I really
excited to go. There have been a lot of changes and I want to see
them. I remember Houston where we also went to the Space Center and
its impressive too. This is one tour I hope no one passes up. Bud
Ruth has things ready for the 2001 Reunion in Orlando and all he needs
is your form and money. I think he did a super job on the room rate
and also the same rate if you want to come early or stay over. I
tried to stay over one night in Boston and the rate jumped 70.00 and
that didn't include clean sheets. For those of you in the Florida
area I hope you can make this one as we are going to Fort Mitchel
Kentucky in 2002........7 have enclosed a letter from Ed Brisbois,
who has the Amphiblous Attack Boat group in Ft. Pierce, Fl. for
those of you that are intrested. Ed keeps me informed but sends
to much to print in the newsletter. He is doing a great job and just
replaced a LCVF that vandals burned. Write, rall or stop in and see
what they have..... ..I have also had a lot of ingquiries lately about
the Calvert or about men who served on them. Most of the people I
can help but some you can help me. I have included a couple letters
that if you have any information for these people please contact them.
Also if you hear of any of our shipmates passing away please let me
know. I also have the Calvert on the web and am trying to get on
more as long as its Free. Just sent out 20 some notices of the reunion
to service related magazines. This is a free service but they only
print it one time. If you don't look every month you could miss the
notice......The Ship Store is still open except we are out of cups.

If we get any in I will let you know in the next Newsletter. We may
have some new items in the future........I am always ready to receive
letters from you guys as to what you want me to put in the newsletter.
I really appreciate letters that are typed as it makes my job more
easy. Drop me a line........Bill Bell book I have started reading.
Its very good, but graffic language. If interested write or call him
and let him know you want a copy. We may have some avallable at the
Orlando Reunion if they (the Book) isn't sold out before......Well I
think thats all for now, see ya in Orlando......j.l.cole

.
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U. 5. S, CALVERT (APA.32)
c/o FLELT POSY OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

mail call

First of all, I would like to express my appreciation for the considerable effort you
put into publishing the Calversion. Although Iserved after WWII, I almost always find a
note that sirikes a cord. In the last issue, the 1954 dispatch regarding the Vietnamese
refugee evacuation was right on. I was on the Calvert during that time, we made several
round trips in that effort. I'm sure we all remember those people and there obvious
poverty. In that same time frame we went through a typhoon which flooded the anchor
windlass, flattened the gun tub, etc.

My last visit to Vietnam was on a cruise, I thought it quite ironic to find that
Admiral Zumwalt was on the same ship; he gave several talks to interested passengers
regarding the war, his decision to use Agent Orange and the subsequent death of his sop

Wes Zerbe, Ltjg, June ‘53-June ‘56)
My name is Robert Hepler Jr. the son of Robert Hepler Sr. who was a shipmate on the
U.S.S Calvert 1943-457. My father passed away 15 years ago and I am trying to put
together some of his war experiences. I know that he was wounded while a crewman on a
landing craft somewhere in the South Pacific. What I am looking for is possible photos of
this time in the South Pacific. I know that this is not much information for you to go on
but if you could be of any help it would be appreciated. [ also would like to thank you for
your interesting newsletter and think that you are doing a great job. Robert Hepler
5842 Alessandro
Temple City, ca, 91780
(626)286-2420

I really enjoy your Calversion. How often do you send it out? When did you start this newstetter?
The approximate times | was on the CALVERT was May or June 1945 until July 1946 - about 14

months.
How can I reach men that were on (he ship during the period, I was on board? Especially
Pharmacists Mates. Perry G, Potiris PH 45-46

6460 Havenside Drive

LCM (1)
{ Sacramento 95831 Calif

I served two tours Of duty aboard the Calvert. The first
tour was the invasion of Safi, Morroco. The second tour was
in the invasion of the.Gilberts, Marshals and Philippilnes.

Does any one remember these memories; .

When Capt. Whitfield first came aboard his first words
were " All liberty is cancelled."

. While zig zagging across the Atlantic Ocean from Norfolk,
Va. to Safi, Morroco the ship was darkened every night and
" The smoking lamp was out." .

T led 4 boatloads of soldiers into the beach at Safi while
our forces fired over our heads to soften up the beach and the
enemy on the beach was firing at us. Brown,Bruce,Kibble and
others led the wave of boats,

After the Safi beach was secured several officers walked
through the streets wearing side arms and the little boys
kept offering us their sisters.

After Safi, the Calvert returned to New York City and enroute
Capt. Whitfield ordered a seaman who was wearing army shoes to
dump overboard all the souvenirs he bought in Safi.

Everyone may remember Capt. Whitfield as a real sweetheart.

Abe Brian Weinberg (Oleary)



+GATOR NEWS+

It has becen another successful year for ~the . Attack  .Boat

association. Not only have our numbers ‘J:'ncr.e.a.s.e_drP.%_t}jlfiﬁ:'iw‘?{:;
also achieved our goals for the year 2000. With*"membership:.
support w~e have mat our goals

and have exceeded them' jto'¥the
peoint,that ~e are a recognized part of Ft.Pierce,F

lorida history:

. - "'.h ety
the Attack Boat Exhibit is a -great tourist [lattractiopn
and people come to vies our boats and the insic_iq__-museum"'dﬁspl'a'y‘."-
After a meeting w~ith county officials,we nonﬁﬁhgygwégsgggﬁmgQﬁg
collection of Amphibious ships and boats on:display{?beﬂngtgrz
§iece of the display is an LCVP,model,I had a profeséionqL;poqﬁf
builder put together for. us.Another nice model,is.-n LCI landing:
craft,that is on loan to the museum for six months.

ed the LCY being in the museum,then researching
our USNATB history,became ussare of the fact,~ve trained®.a
contingent of boat cre«s,at Cthe base "ATTACK BOAT SCHOOL'for-
the LCI boats. {(There w~as -the LCI #570 attached, to the :Attack,
Boat school for training cress for general deck. duties.i:and
aavigational . purposes.)If any member has a ship or boat! mode}:
kit,if sent to me, I'11 have it put together for display in{
the museum. . R S N
Attack Boat membership has increased from 163 members in 2000,to
186 men 1n 2001, to date. I am still receiving telephone' calls
from boat men,ranting info about our association. I guess we
are good for another ten or- more years.

Most of all I w~ant to thank all the membership,for supporting
me,here in Ft.Pierce,as I work on preserving our - boat
history,past and present, AWAY ALL BOATS- CAPTAIN ED COXSWAIN

At first I oppos

AMPHIBIOUS ATTACK BOATS WW 1I,P,0.BOX 3328,FT.PIERCE,FL.34948;

1 was sent your name by Ty Jennings, who told me [hat you arc the reunion coordinalor for the USS
Calvert, APA-32. My lale husband, Vernc R. Newman, Coxswain, USN, was assigned to the Calvert
during WW I1. I'm not positive how lang he was on board, bul he cnlisied in Navy in Dec., 1942, and
trained in San Diego, CA. Then was shipped out to Pearl Harbor in early Aug. 1943, where he was given
additional training in landing crafl school and gunnery school, before he began his actual participation in

the invasions of several Pacific islands.
I have his litle diary, which was badly damaged and just barely legible. In it he mentions the islands of

Baker, Bougainville, Eniwetak, Kwajalein, Roi, Apamama, and the hardest one of all, Saipan. In fact, he
was knocked out of (he war at Saipan. Scems like it was somewhere around a week after [irst assault,
because (he last entry in (he diary was Junc 20, 1944, Hosever, il could have been laler, and he wius jusl
too busy to wrile in his diary. He was put aboard the USS Samarilan hospilal ship, and scnl back (o the
Naval hospiltal in Pearl Harbor, then on to Bremerton, WA, and later to Sun Valley, ID (the ski resorl was

converied (o a Navy convalescent hospilal during the war).
Verne was never very weltl, but held a job, and we rusca our daughter, and two sons. He dicd in 1985,

afier a long illness, He never really talked too much about the war to me, bul he would talk with relatives,
who were also involved. and | would listen. 1learncd a little. So now I'm trying lo get as much as I can
together for his children, and grandchildren. I'm hoping you may help or dircct me to someone who could.

I might even be lucky enough lo find somcone who may have known him, or worked with him,_

Dorothy Newman

82335 Laurel Canyon Blvd.
Nortl Hollywood, CA 91603

LCP(R)
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Just a note of thanks for the brief mention of the
Vietnamese refugee mission of 1954. 1If you know of any
Sick Bay personal of that time, please ask them to contact
me. Thanks. R. Bruce Moore

7711 Hatton Pl.
Reseda, Ca. 91335-2132

I am writeing you a note to let you know about Leslie
Knight. He has been very ill since December. We hope he
will get stronger and will be able to take treatment. He
wanted his Calvert friends to know that he is staying with
me at this time. He would love to hear from his buddies.

Send letters to; Willie Pearl Calson
1821 Ector Rd.
Jacksonville, Fl. 32211-4704

I have just received Vol.#43 of your newsletter. Its such
a pleasure to hear news items about the Calvert.

Upon finishing Boot Training at Treasure Island, Co.#1-43.

I was sent to Oceanside Ca. and given basic radio skills and
sent to tent city Hawaii for further training and formation
into JASCO units ( I don't remember my number but it was 29_
something 293 or 294 or whatever.)

I and my team was assigned T.A.D. to the Calvert as a Beach-
masters communication team ( 4 navy radiomen-5 marine siglemen)
and we went ashore at Sipan and the Phillipeans in about the
S5th wave. Dug a fox hole and set up the radio equipment we
backpacked ashore to allow the Beachmasters all necessary
communications with the invasion forces.

Of course I spent many hours copying encoded radio messages
in the Calvert radio room between invasions. I was transfered
after the Phillipeans invasion (Jan 1945) to Kwajelien Island
Radio for settina up Rhombic Antennas and the radio teletvpe
svstem which had direct contact with Pearl Harbor. I staved
untill my enlistment was over and they flew me out in June 1947
Fnr censaratinn at+ Treaaanre Tsland, Ca.

Im sorry T can't be more specific about shipmates or team
mates, but maybe someone who gets the Calversion can fill in any
blanks. Enough said, again thanks for the Calversion Memories.

James R Cobb RM2C

To the following persons who are helping with the

Ma ny Than ks Newsletter expenSes; Thank You very much.........

R.W.GlasCO.evevveeaas.50.00 John Paul Jones........25.00
In Memory of, Steve Shuster..........20.00
George Mackey,Roy Holmes Frank ROSS.csevceosas...10.00
William Taylor........20.00 Charles M. Clark.......20.00
Robert Hart...........20.00 Bill Banducci...-.vo.....25.00
Lewis R.B.Smith.......20.00 Lois Coy (Don).........25.00
William Armstrong.....25.00 Helen Topolski.........25.00
Robert E. Lea.........20.00 In Memory of Joseph

Martin KuljU.eeeeaeon..25.00 Wes Zerbe.oiveoeeaaceaea..20.00
Daniel Brotherton.....20.00 Elmer Hull...-e..ov.....25.00
Perry Potiris.........25.00 Richard DeBlois........50.00
Otis Maxwell..........23.00 J.B.Stoker......0c.....20.00
R.Bruce Moore.........20.00 Charles Struckman......20.00
Hans Mautner..........50.00 H.William Bridgeford...30.00
Charles Linkh.........25.00 Robert Peppel..........24.00
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This article ran in the Mpls.
Tribune and was given to me

by M.J.Latimer.

Both Latimer

and Carpenter were Calvert

personal.
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Aria From ngolét‘fothsmsts o

Yank in Invasmn::o

SICILY —(UP)— Seaman Fran- ].
cis Carpenter, 41, a former
Broadway actor who had been
horseback riding nine Years ago
on the Slellilan beach which this +|,
task force assaulted, successtul]y
accomplished a darlng reconnais-
<ance misslon by reassuring &
frightened peasant famnly with
an arla from “Rigoletto.”

o » L

e has been cited for hern-
ism,

He went ashore wilh the !lrst
vaave of shock troops, located a
number of Important roads, nnd
narrowly escaped death when n'
"\nA mine blew & companion to
pieces,

He captured two Itallan
soldlers bare-handed, discov-
ered » large minelizcld and
wound up . drinking wine
with the peasants who gnve
him much Informatlon.

-

Carpenter volunteered for the
rnission when hils recollection of
condltlons on the hesch confllet.
ed with the army's pre-lnndlng.
information.

x = L4

Navy oflicers made a.rrnnxe-

ments for the mission. e o

The first boat wave with
which Carpenter went
ashore was commanded by~
Enslgn Myron J. Latimer,
Minneapolis. .i T

--.J:- e

(Ensign Latlmer, 24, son of Mr.*
and Mrs. John P. Latimer,*2907
Polk street NE., Is ncw in.the;
United States and expected horme
on leave shortly, his mnther m@

H-V\

Wing.h -
Equipped wilh a Very plntol.
Cary nler said he located & road
Iea ng to the beach and afew,
tes Jater was joined; by, an’
Inc_l_,an soldier. - - ~‘
~T¢ was Hght by that tlmg_
I could. see s place wheroijhn
«and had been recently dugiup’t

.-c.

o e 2 N

hl; jizp‘-tiu .

out ‘to 'Rthauno'ldlerf
.ahea t ‘proved.to) mi.ue
-and. li'fj; ?«mﬁ 'h,lq.'PI was
.thrown qnlt KTy

.xl,; Thenn.]‘;la fqlt_l‘:‘j .é.hfé.pemnls

- "'n i hﬂ\u\i’.‘h
b0 f £V WF ’.p"'i:;y {fﬁﬂhf-
i ep ed._wl .gaua,‘ 1:‘:3:; ,ﬁg
grets,iteld J ifw y
fﬁenda ‘sang
5 opils) @ from
R!gota:ta’ and "afl in"al” “put
i hem” “quita’ ’df thcir‘me, \Ahis

'5-

-ﬁl rsport aaid. A P

g v w _t f Heet
"I‘hem,.weu ,athJ;ee women,

1our mep. pnby, d a donkey.

'I'hey' ,could notiun erltand why
I"waf] ‘nu;-'hx’:ned., e g s

%‘Oh'e

i -.l a\i.-; ]
O Mot & "‘..aﬁf& .p. Poes &

=“‘0n"'our WAY to & peasant's
home we ran ‘Into iwo Italian
goldlers. * They’ offered no resist-
ance and 'came elong with me,
I took tthelr guns away.”

Drawing by

" Photo from

.::.:f"' S ﬁ'ﬂ, 73:55&)/

- ¢ I /”?

Sam Pressley

Robert Wallace




the old crew
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I got off the phone the other
day with Don Moore who told me about )
a book that was written by a former Calvert T

sailor Bill Bell S1/¢. Bill served aboard the
Calvert beginning in 1943 on the Beach Party.

The book which is spiral bound contains 115 pages where
Bill g ives blow by blow descriptions. It covers Liberty, battle
scenes, burials at sea, fights aboard ship, injuries, death, and a
detailed description of what the war was like in Bills own words.
Words in the book are as Billy said, " In a sailor language."

If you are interested in obtaining a copy of this book which is
available in limited quantity, send $12.50 plus $1.50 postage to;
Don Moore, Publisher
San Antonio Heights Publishing Co.

P.0.Box 517
Upland Ca. 91785-0571

If you would like further information You can call the Publisher

at, 1-909-981-6491.




J NOW HEAR THIS

..
WELCOME TO ORLANDO AREA
AND THE

4ADella OrlandoResort ~~ U-S+S- CALVERT REUNION
Malngute ot Unlvcersal Studlos Florlda ®

5715 Major BIvG. REUNION HAPPENINGS

Orando FI, 32819-7988

(407) 351-3340 . FOR

SEPT. 13, 14 & 15, 2001
PRICE
EVENT PER PERSON # OF PERSONS TOTAL

REUNION FARE & EXPENSE $21.00 | X 3

Per Person

THURSDAY, SEPT. 13™ 6:00 PM TIL ?

WELCOME RECEPTION & BUFFET

(Cash Bar) $10,00 | X $
POOLSIDE / CASUAL ATTIRE Per Person

FRIDAY, SEPT. 14™ 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM (Approx. Return Time)

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER TOUR

(Includes Bus & Tour)

{Lunch on your own - Time allotted) $48.00 | X 3
** OPEN EVENING ** Per Person

SATURDAY, SEPT. 15" 8:30 AM - 1:00 PM
HISTORIC WINTER PARK / PARK AVENUE

SIGHT SEEING & SHOPPING TOUR $31.00 | X $
Per Person

SATURDAY, SEPT. 15™ 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
DINNER and FESTIVITIES

(Cash Bar)
' $25.00 | X $
**PLEASE INDICATE DINNER SELECTIONS BELOW Per Person
Tropical Sliced
Chicken Strip Loin
' **  PlLEASE INDICATE # OF EACH DINNER :
SHIPMATES' NAME: PLEASE SEND THIS COMPLETED
ADDRESS: FORM AND A CHECK TO:
E. H. “BUD" RUTH (Calvert Reunion)
P.O. Box 246
ONA, FL 33865
863 494-728

CHECKS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 12, 2001 !l




€ oo®
(3\05 107 .
Qf\(b%\ oo 42® U.S.S. Calvert Reunion T 13

=Y o> .
\S@, \w\qeﬁ ‘w‘f\:‘o Room Rate: $§§9.00 per room (up to four people), ) 14 R EU
06 % 5 0N per night, plus tax which is currently 11% & 75 Ay
m \“%BVQ' ot Avallable Dates: - ' 2p On
W o oo ywo? Reservatlons must be recelved by hotel no later than _August 18, 2001 0y
o % W o .
6"\ e For holel reservallons call 1-800-634-4763 or lax 1-407-351-1429. Check in lima is 4:00 pm & chack oul is 11:00 am.

+ Requesls mceivad alter the above dale ara subjecl lo spaca avaifability only.

sirad, If il is nol availabla, 8 room will ba assignad af the next available ratesdype.

+ Every effort will be mads to confirm the rala/room {ype de

Arrival Date: . Depariure Date # ol Rooms .

Sharing Room With:

Name:
Addreés:

City Slale, Zip Phone
# of Adulls # ol Children Arrival Tima

Proforences — Chuck all that apply: Preferences areon g raquast basis only. Special accommodations are not guarantasd,
Ploase call hotel diroctly for prices .0n upgradad rooms and/or sulles.

0 Non Smoking

0 Cot $10,00 per nlght, plus tax
O Smoking

0 Mini Refrigeralor $10.00 por nlght, pius 1ax
0 Crib

0 Other Handicapped &

A one night deposit Is required and must acco/mpuity this request for a reservation fo be made. Please indicate type of payment below,

0 Enclosed & check or money ordes for $ including sales tax, which currently is 11%.

the amountof  §

0 Credit card information authorizing my reservation Lo be charged in o
Circle type of Credil Card: Amerlcan Express Visa  MusterCurd CH/Diners Euroule Dlscover
Credit Card Name: Credil Card #:

Prini name as it appears en Credit Curd

Expiration Date:

Slgnuture:

Failure to cancel your reservation 24 hours prior to arrival will result in Carfeit of deposit

U.S.S. CALVERT TOUR SUGGESTIONS

Fridey, Septamber 14, 2001

Kannsdy Space Conts
B0 A 40P Saturdsy, Saplember 15, 2001
Fi
C:::r.h tha ’Ogsl::ﬂz{:ome of our'nallon's frenlest explorers al the Spa :;:ln.ol\can‘u' g L
e e e e e poany e
sicp i the Launch Camplax 38 Ofvae mala Visitor Complex. Your first tn 1867 Winte
: nter Park was originglly dev
:?::l: ;i{a,rppano:mlcm e sl:‘-:\rca. ionzn?;nuthn:mayz ;.; {:l ii?-dw?o v ratraal, You will be taken to the gnr;:\lr:f\z fnul:cv;;frlszl?g;‘ :"t::rr: ;,':Somham
ace program hardware and facifilos. Coat; 6 S v S e v e P -
Cantsr whers you wilf gst a Erst hand look at the | alinue on to the Apolio/Satum ¥ brick-tinsd sirests and tha towerlrg treas of O or s s ahco
Ceniral Park maka Park Avenus th
rocksd, the most powertul rocket ever bum.nE:; y mamss?vu G o B e e b oo tad w?th : ot
Thester ss the countdown reaches zere and e history In the Flring Ream plding through T ) Eipenibagt i Wi
e ough canals and trae fined lukes. View beputul homes nexisd sk i

Apolio © leavea fof the moan. Once 8 al: bz::ld asl the enormous blas! sa Iakes and observe nature. Followi ubwmng e
ke Space Swﬂén Centef H' the motarcoach that will take you ko art gallertes Mod with urﬂ-ol'-a-kln:g e et A Eoh

tional s i Ih'o S;Lu«gu t:gn “l:no m;;::v;:: bp’z’casshg bay &5 your favorite devignars. Toke a bma? :?;;:.;;I:iiv:;u.g?pomr:aﬁ?gn&ir o ost ‘:lt\ h
W"d“.‘u"" prepa 3 us space projec m::::ﬂgand peoo;;m!m YouTl wanl to save time for the famous Chaﬂe; :;]umﬂ

. usaum rican Art featuring the farpest collection of Louls O. Titian:
E:a Visitor Complex has two naw stiractions thal should not be missed: the Ast Jn the world, This coilsction parlrays his radical treatrnant of glass whareb save‘:-aﬁla“
IM’:;“P;:’- ";‘“t anl orest 8 roo] sstronaut and the Expioration I the l:law Mi]lm?u‘ colors wars eambined and manipulated to create an unprecedenisd ringe'nf hues and
e oty o w sruantic Tvovand.o-balf tory ) m;;r::m;, ymwm:glmn:lmluml::riﬁ? tt:i dn::;:a fim fameus. Truly @ unkjue exparience and one
[ wnl nch Is on your own.

aciually being In space. Dibva lme 19 apsroximately ons howr sach wey. 1 it tours
Progrem Langih; 8 houm proom “‘
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CALVERT ASSOCIATES
506 Red Wing Ave. ard CLASS
Kenyon, MN 55946 PEH@'IOT NO.

“Change Service Requested”

S,';IEI:,!:"[I‘IIIHIIHI'lll,l,lll'l,lI'l,llll”lll”,lll,
ING FUNC

208N ENOLA DRK oML 42
ENOLA pA 17025-2247

WE MOURN THE
PASSING OF THESE SHIPMATES

Vern R. Newman Cox 44, 1985

William Thomas Hayes SK 50-51, 10-1988
Robert E. McClure LT 44-45, 7-17-2000
Stanley Ness Sl/c 44-46, 12-2-2000

Don Coy MMl 50-56 1-5-2001

Joseph Topulski BT1 59-60, 2-15-2001
Ron Stanford SM3 55, 2-24-2001




