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RESTRICTED
THT CRUISE OF THE CALVERT

She wag the transport Calvert

ind she sailed through winds and fogs
fith a crew of soft-boiled giellbacks
'nd of hard-boiled pollywogs.™

A1l around her lay the convoy,
Ivery snar and gun was set,
ind her oil was very greasy
ind her water very wet.

Then her skipper took a bearing,

in¢ he said: "Here's where she's-at,

Though her longitude don't matter, oo
She is 0,0,0 in lat."

So they cleared the hetch for slaughter,
Taough they werent't near z Jap,

For a Shellback loves his rayhem

Iike a baby loves his pap.

And the Pollywogs gan gantlets, -
anG they felt the barber's grip,
For & day the tramsport Calvert
vjas a bloomin? clipper shipa
Ané the guarters smelled like bilges,
And the decks stunk like latrines,”
4s the Shellbacks had their innings,
lrmy, Navy and iarines.,
But-the Pollywogs united,
b 1Oy BhEF-LidgTt play. it dumbo—w
They united with-the Shellbacks
‘nd sang: "Toj, here we come.!
# rthis ballad was writien, as may be suspected, by 2 FPollyuwog, Lieut. Col.
Sam L.A. Varshall, Anis, of the historical branch of the /frmy's C-2 staff
in "ashington, an observer this trip.

DRATATIS PERSONE
(411 Original Shellbacks)

ITGPTUNUS DEX ¥C TIWET, Hugh, OSK .

OUEEN /I FEITRITE VARVIN, William B., Ri3e 7

ROY.L BIBY GRICRY, Rov G., CH e

DAVY JONEZS VATTSON, Karl ., CB

ROY/.L DOCTOR AILYN, 7illiem B,, CSK

ROYAL CHIZF JUSTICE VURPHY, Thomas T., Chief Pay Clerk

ROY/1 NAVIGATOR BTRY, Harry J., Chief Carpenter. -

ROYAL DBARBFRS CARRIE, James P,,Lt.; LEB, 1.7, CSF;
PRINZO, Louis F., Cox.

ROYAL DRITIST TARADISO, John, Acting Pay Glerk.

ROY/L. CEAPLAINS RYL/ND, R.K., Kajor;USMC; ;
FRERE, Francis, CSF.

ROYAL FHOTOGRAPHER STOLP, Robert, Lt.(jg).

LTTORNEY D!'TLISCU, Francois, Lt.Col.,USL.

EXECUTTONER ¥C DAWIBLS, Leon, St.3e

CFIRF OF FOIICE RAWIS, Laurie B., CBM

L7ADER CF BTLRS VITCHILL, Casimir J., CWT

ROYAL COPS : T

SUJTH, Qordon B., 1t.Cdf,  HUGHBS, John H,, Lt.Cdr,

Is:ON'I\’}(‘?m_ZY,.John Hey Lf;. GR/HAl", Pierre, Tnsign

MARKS, william B,, It.(jg) FITZGERAID, Frank, Iachinist

BROCKIHURST, Ralph, G117 CRUSSON, James ., CM

KOHLRUSS, Rudolph m.,RMle  EANSEN, Robert n., WTlc

F.Y:RD, fouis H., 1'of1e HOTY, Ottis 0, WT2e

CHO.TT, James R., FG3¢ LFI.GURE, Enricue S, Ck2c

PURNARD, tilliam F.,Sle C.RVIR, ™ward D., w.lo,



RESIRICTED

HOW THE U.S.S. CALVERT FIRST CROSSED THE LINE

Disdaining global war as a mere ripple in civilization's onward flow, too*
trivial for interference with the enduring traditions of the sea, Neptunus Rex,
Emperor of the Deep, took command of the U.S.S. Calvert as she made her first
crossing of the Equator on November 15, 1943, outward bound with an amphiblous
combat group for the opening of the Allied offensive in the Central Pacific,

For several hilarious hours before the Crossing, the legion of Pollywogs and
Landlubbers aboard were prepared for initiation intc the honored ranks of Shell-
backs for whom the transit is a part of the past. Not even the sharpest sense
could have detected that these merry celebrants, their huge energies wholly given
over to light-hearted conformity with a custom that goes far back into antiquity,
were tough fighting men a few short days from a battle that for the great majority
would be their first,

Atrocious haircuts, grease-coated decks, oil-smudpged clothing and gingerly
apnroach procedure of the sore-bottomed initiates on taking seats at mess, all
were amusing reminders for days afterward of an event plahned and executed with
astonishing success under trying circumstances, not the least of which was that
the fact there would be a crossing was not disclosed until after the transport had
put off on her combat mission, The speed and ingenuity with which costumes and
equipment sprang up out of nothingness were shining tributes to the originality
and resourcefulness of the small handful of Shellbacks on whom the formidable
preparation task descended.

The obvious boost in already high morale among the troops, and the cordial
intermingling of army, navy and marinc corps officers brought about by the mad-
cap goings-on were effective proofs that the boisterous American sensc of humer
is a war asset that confers a tremendous advantage over stolid foomen.

Truc to tradition, the activities began on the eve of the crossing with the
arrivel abosrd of Davy Jones, secrctary and first assistant to King Yeptune,
Lo.gserve subponas and-etherwise set-the stagefor-thc tig show of the morrow,
For this occasion cortain Pollyogs vere required to turn out in appropriabo
costume, and to makc obeisance to Dayy and his party on the Calvert's navigetion
bridge.

Just bofore Davy arrived, the Bollywogs, too spiritoed to takc their approach-
ing punishment lying down, got together in tho morning before the Shellbacks,
badly outnumbered, could organizc, and roved the shi» from stom to stern like
a wolf pack, intent on mischief to their prospective opnressors.

Capturing members of the Crossing the Line party, the Pollywogs bundled
them off to improvised cells, holding them prisoncr for two or threce hours before
Davy Jones arrived to assert Shellback supremity. One Shellback in » winch
locker turned a salt water hosc on his ceptors, who retaliatced by nearly drovn=
ing him in his dungeon below decks.,

Not all tho Shellbacks gave in without a struggle., A commotion at any point
on the crowded ship meant probably that the Pollywogs had rounded up another
Shellback who scorned going to the jailhouse under his own steam, vhercfore
auxil?gry proplilsion was provided by as many husky Pollywogs as could lay hands
upoen him,

=, Typical of the Shellback rcaction to this indignity was that of hard bitten
ilaj. Robert K, Ryland, who spent more than twio hours behind a grating ' in the hot
confines of a machinery lockor. Through the chinks of the grating poured a never
ending stream of words the major did not learn in church, J

"Lot me out of hore, you blankety blank sons of so and 505, you," the pri=-
soncr stormed, rettling his door mightily. "I'm the friggin' Royal Chaplain
and you can't do this to me." Put the Pollywogs loftily pretended not to hear
and trudged doggedly off through theo officer's cuarters in quest of a few of
the royal rotinuc they had overlooked,
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% It,Col Frencois D'Zliscu, commander of arrs rengcr snc treining school,

3¢ It .Col. Gerard . fellcs

RESTRM¥CT

Davy Jdoncs uias

3

;1:*. f. Smith of ‘m

Distinguished dignitery of the dulvcless denth
the legendsry locker, torthy 1hecelhorse of the ¥
benefident bulbul cf the boundless bottom, august emznucneis of
agucous asuterity, mighty marincr of pillenizl magnificence, in
behalf of my inconsequ “tlal sclf :nd other puny ~olly vgs, tad=—
noles, imadpunpics znd zuoccbas, I hurbly greet you.

Calloused as uc sre by our enforced and nrolonzed proxisity to
#Forocious Frencois D'Zliscu, ceschardened tho ur counten-
ances may havo groun ron the vhrsiognoidcel 2
#¢ Ba11 Bystor Kelley, Licutenant Colonsl, srmy of the
States, we can yot only thrill znd agein thrill unasl L@
auspiciousncss of a visit in our ovn sphera from 2 Hersonss
your fame and preregotive. Privileged indacd 1 ¢ kno ourdvlvc
to be, thus to indulgc our previe: through the rine mists of
ctornity of the coanic storeckecpor scen in rormel coursc only by
thosc who have rensired irvevocebly to that mysteorisus bourne
vhence no trevelor rcturns,

It is in no senge
that eve Ty ;011\
and durf :ith extrens T rence is
It mezns simoly that, " ere it not for us Shiths
arny, navy and marinc corps would be fer casiecr to I
var itself night 1:cll deveolve into g verdtable veordibu

tova“1u£
hin sound of

assure vou vith #11 the cortinccity 2t ay
bodar 4ill live forover in the vnorinces of

Thet is vhy 1 ez
fechle commend t11t
our ladiberds.

lr. Jones, ours cfre but the hottest and lesst favored crannies
of-this- cstabiishrienty—but they °re yours—ibhenb—siinior-guali-——
ficationy You mar como chorrd, but you von't like it.

bion £s an observer.
, commander of the aray Torce sboard’ on this,trip.

.

acconpanying tiris on

ol way e S ~

Davy responded %o the sheich by turning to a membor of his perty
Yo ; on “ ¥
and saying: "Jeez, vhat waz det guy sayin'aboubt ne.?

Conidr. Edrard J. Svceney, ceptain of the U.5.5. Calvert, a Polly-
wog. , was then served :ith this subbena, vhich he read clnud:

U.5.8. Calvert, Cn Intering Domain of Nontunus fexeVotice and listen,
ve Landlubber: i order and cemmand you to appear beforc e and my court
Nov e« 15, 1943 to bo imitisted in the nysteries of emnire. If not,
you shall be given zs food for sh-rks, ivheles, nollyogs, frogs and
all living things of the sca, vho Llll devour vou hesd, body snd sould
28 a warning to landlublers enteriny my domein vithoubt 1arrant.

LY

You are charged uith the follovidng offenscs:t

1, Wilfully ond falscly, uith intent to escenc initistion, saving in
the presence of n Shcllbeeks, "I havo alrcady ecressed the
equator.

2. Knovingly end wilfully stcering ships of ais comrwnd as for as
possible from the Royal Domzin to avoid officirl corcmonics.

Therefore, anpeaer cad cbey or suffer the penaltr,

Dzvy Jones, scercterr to his majesty.

To Cont. Sweeney's cherges, as well as those of several osher
offenders was added the ominous phrzse, "the United Stetos then being
in a statc of wrr," vhich added deep sravity to the accusetions. "
The skipver ves of; red the alternative of ou331Ving the rowel
party with sandviiches, hiich he chosc beecsuse of his coafining
offiecial mtics.




The reception cercaonics over, Revy Jones: cormandad the caparisoned Polly-
viogs to follow him on & tour over o1l ton deela, hich vound un on 2 snseisl
pevilion. on No. 4 hetch. There the Pollmiors, introduced by Devyr
of the cart'", staged an imwromotu performance imder the jibes end
Devy and his henchacn. Too types of Royel Photogrophsr vere active h
taidng real picturcs, ths other souirting the iserablc Pollsvicgs vith an
extrenely persistent blus drve &s they folleied tho agmonition, Mmzteh the birdie.!

ora

Ho. 1 spot in the nerforsience vent to S.i.2¢ John Folgy, clad in a sarong
nern over en infisted lifehelt., He excouted eon inexpert huls,

Then cene It.(3g) Zduerd L. Turner, jr. costuncd in longies, stecl heluent

nd bleciz socks, singing "I Come Srom Alrbara.!

It.(3g) Freneis H. Holnes, assistant nedical officer, in full drcss blues,
in his rich southern accent sany " arching through Georsis” so evilly he wuns
ordered to sweb the deck.

Lt.Col. Gerard. . Xellow, compnder of the arny proup abosrd in = sailor's
wiites vith blue flat hat, did sn esrasst but spotty hornnine, dceasionclly
1iclding the sweb he corricd, on the decl.

S.K.3¢ Sterling osp, in long undervesr, stoel helmet snd unartod 80,
seng 2 Hmziisn song 1hosc - ords he didn't kanr.

C.Y. James Mcohon, in burlep shorts, white dress shirt snd hure black
tic, croonedé "Papor Doll," to the sccompaniment of some anpleusc,

Bos'n Robert Hoon, reosplendent in o peir of shorts scversl sizos too
large, found them & nroblen of support curing a Russian fol% donce, in which he
was required to keep his hends vnraissd.

Ensign Horbert Ficldsr, cricntel in turhan and serong, piped a nlaintive
- nauteh show tunc on a cheap %in flute, go rerlisticslly you could alhost sze the
cobre.,

St.li.le lioses Bell, o tynicrl mehout in his seyong, cantured the faney
of the audience vith = ho .¢ coctehic dence to the streins of Znsign Ficlder's -~
instrunent,

C.E.:i, Iugenc Del G-izo, in dres: blue cort, oilskin pents, hite het
anc le-thor geuntlets, lcozgines laced on the inside, cmleinsd thot he won the
hge "Hero" mcdal on his chest in 2 crep ganc,

let, It. Prtrick J. Raleizh, his boson concerled behind &6 bascball

el )

=
gloves, his fore inticrte ports behind 2 cotchor's rith, was-rocuipedtooxolein
ooy his-tocn hed ver Mt—onT Lt I ALL sooson. hic venturce thrt his hoys
-Zaoa first struck, then strmcic out.

Capt. 5d Strong, in sailor's garb iith stocl helmoh , ©rms cncascd in legg-
irgs, and carrying sidc arns end nep case, histlad an indeternincte: tune.

It. (jg) Steve Blond, in rcd shorts end vhite dress shirt - ith high collar
anc black bot tie, and carrying en arny rific ~nd eanteen, did 2 Polish folk
dance to rhythn beat out on o 1 rstcbasket be

Lt.(3g) Jog Z. Dvans, neymaster, cled in hlue trousers, »hite shirt

buttoned up the back snd odd coller, vho did a suggestive solo oa his instrusent.

i, 1le Eq I, Dimond, in undress blues » Wooden ssndels and o tightly buttoned
shoenskin cort, with = pair of hose nozzles as binoeculers, ond

S.le Henry Ruhl, with cungrroes worn 2ssendto 2nd Tugzing tvo big buckets
of soa weter, werc introduced te the Royzl perty rs the ringlesders in the
Pollynog insurrecticn preceding the royal wisit. As ther ducked their ho-ds
rencitedly in the buckats, they vere belabored lustily on the fren vith canvas
shillelachs.

Lt.(ig) Charlie Schooler, in voolen longies, flat hst snd GI shoes, sported
cerdboard wings as a pennliy for heving tried to evede initi-tion by plosding he
hed flown previously fron onz badsphere to another, flanved his vings and
intonecd, "I don't want to <1y over the Zetietor any sors.™

Wor Correspondent Horeld P, Snith of the Chicago Trilune, in = ac ‘spaper
skirt of knee length and dunce cap, at the top of 2 voice nover rdsealled vealk,
vecited "The light Before %2s" to a chorus of "Louder" fron the big audience.

Siaj. Jenes H, Lshongr, srmy force crecutive o'fficer, in gay colored sherts,

‘l’{h«_"i}ci shirt vith red"nczc!:"ie, rienated sox and eriy shoes, end ¢ flaring teiker's
acluet; gave an unsetisfoetory reply to the demand for his reesson for joining
the erny instead of the novy, and had to do "The Irish ..rsher omen® to tho strrdns
of an accordion played by

S.K.2¢ Jancs -hitlev, in lor
sonevhat ruffled his solo playing of "ihen the Moon Comos Over the “ountain.

lst Lt. Richerd D. Collins, USHC, in red striped »-jamas, green service
blouse and arctics, emiaincd he hac Joined the marines to pole the -orld safe
for the nevy., Anicd cotcalls he 1as sentenced tc sing chors Aveizh " hich he
did vith woxpocted forvor,

1€, Jiade L; Haynos, -in red striped undedwéar sadg "Blood in-tke Snddlak. |
:%.:i'&f'.‘D;!a*Cd;-, g_g Loton in ‘15ng underwsér 'and Lt«(32) Robbs in red striped -shorts
%por%.gg{g;’r%se gavbthes and namcless dances, bowing in courtly menner at every

ties, flethet and clumsy conves gloves thet
i1
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It.(jg) Abe "O'Leary" Viginberg, ship's secrctary, wearing bothing trunks
over long,hcavy underwear and carrying the inevitable notebook and pencil sang
"Here Comes the Navy,! %

.

Lt.(jg) Grant Kibbel, in foul weather clothing and coverless cap, sighted
for planes overhead through’ a gallon hottle while the Gremlings scrubbed his
teeth with purple dye, i

Capt. Stephen J, Heany, S.J., Catholic Chaplain for the army, in hecw;
woolen underwear, bulky sheenskin coat and watch eap, did a sweet tenor version
of "The Sidewalks of New York."

It, William Hook, assistant ship's medical officer, attired in undress
uwhites, did a version of "Sweet Rosy O!Crady" whieh cannot be assessed because
no one was listening. ¢

‘It. (jg) Clyde Kirk Wiley, Communications Officer, clad in peacoat and G I
shoes :

'2nd Lt, J.M. Walker, wearing white bellbottomed trousers, shoeless and
carrying a full field pack, and :

C.RoM, Warren E, Claxton, in neacoat, coverless czp, mis-meted shoes and
a set of radio head phones, come close to being the hit portion of their show
with a berber shop interpretetion of "I'm Forever Blowing Pubbles,!

Y.T.1le Glen E, (Call e Chrrlie Atlas) Malin, his muscles bulging above
a pair of bathing trunks, 211 but made a balloon ascension with & pair of weights
he had to set on to keecp them from blowing.away.

Ensign Tmsk C, Stubblefield, affecting shorts and a cot nattress strapped
on his beek, told all who would listen, "I'm a slesping beauty."

B.M.1lc Kenneth Ridenour, in full scale underflannels, topped off with a
steel helmet, shuffled out into the spotlight, looked embarrassed, and shuffled
right back into obscurity.

Y.lc Frank Danca, resplendent in white trousers, dress blue jumper and
red scarf, did an enthusiastic strip tease, bothered not at all by the lack of
audience encouragement,

C.G.M. Grant Bennett, encased in 2 heavy union-suit tased in a huge pair
of galoshes, placed himself in double jeopardy by a nassl intonotion of "Pistol
Packin! Mama, Lay That-Pistol Down." ; g

Col., C.H, Swartz, army artill_cry man on an observation tour, towercd dver

TTTthe other Pollywogs as We Stood in the wardroom vwith a roll of téilet-paper,
announcing -everywhere, "I can get it for you wholesale."

Tt. Col, Sam L.A. Mershall, of general staff G2's historical section, vho
urote the words for 'I Get Along Without You Very Well," was a plump version of
liohandas X, Ghandi. in his bed sheet gown.

Others vho paraded in costume vere: Ensign Stewart Brown, CCStd Ralph
Sheohy, lst.Lt. Robort Crimmins (clad in suspensory and infl-tod lifobelt),
Capt. Phil Krugmen, Bkr.2c ‘§1liam Mustin, Capt. Poter Bonnsno, Stifle Ediard
Arnold, SF2c John Foley, Lt.(jg) J.E.Christopher, SKle David Reese, GIf Byron
T, Vickery, S5K2c Willianm C, Fox, liollllc Bayard Hasaell, Hachinist Idgor Howard,
Phifle Clarcnce C. Root, Lt. William Cott, Gli2c ilortin J, Flynn, Eilc Roy A. Blank,
Ptr2c Clarenco J. Cooper, Biilc John Zdanowicz, and Hiflc Bd loore.

On Crossing Day, Monday, Nov. 15, ceremonics opcned at 1000 on No, 4
hatch and continued, with a brief interval for lunch, until 1600, .

The Royal Novigator, taling charge when Neptune assumed command, surveyed
the navigation deck and the modern navigetion paraphernalia, then spit over the
ship's rail, "Don't think much of this layout, Can'n," he said, flourishing a
pair of glasses fashioned of two pop bottles taped topether. "I like steering!
blind, Got a good spot aft.' He sclected a place atop the winch house ncar
No. 4 hatch, installed an imepinery wheel on which everyonec vas profanely for—
bidden to lean, put up his wooden compass, his windscope = a hand that pointed
avay from the wind - and his annuneictor, a handmade winduill, Thence~forward
he performed his directorial function in swect but ¥oluble contentment ,

Luckless Pollywogs in routine channels filed past a gore-stained chopping
stock manned by a burly headsman with a huge axe, They halted before the Royal
Photographer vho squirted purple dye in their faces through the lens mount of his
cemera, Royal Dentiststhen wielded ugly tongs on their tecth. They passed on
to the thrones, where King Neptune and Oeen Amphitrite heard their charges read,
turning them over to Royal Chicf Justice Thomas L. Hurphy, to whom all comers
were guilty even if they proved themselves innocent.
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After a medical examination to put the sick bay routine te sh mc, they
stretched out on the operating table, where Royal Doctor #illiam B, Aliyn, with

solemn but obvious relish, had hig assistents prepare the live corpses, thea
swebbed them copiously from z bucket of fuel oil. The same brush that esvessed
unmentionable nether regions also served as tooth swabs,

As the Pollywogs bent te kiss the Royal Baby's capaciong by
straightoned up by a poke in the thigh pads from the trident of &
which carried a harmless but startling galvanic charge.

From Davy Jones' scerctarial desk, where the right to Croscing
was recorded, the initiates proceeded to the Royal Barber con. vliin.,

-

fiends with scissors and clippers with meny an artistic i«

squint, contrived to how a different design scalp deep on cacl. "oid, a
shaggy mop of hair had the coffect of 2 red rag on a bull, ~nd Lol AL Sl
wogs made the route, they stood ankle deep in miscellancous lccur o =11 siordard
hues,

To the stocks then went the suffering Pollywogs, wherc thoir tiwari Ly

virong answers brought lusty buffets on their quiverirg buttecks 1um
filled billies svung with a will by burly Royal Cops.,

Early in the procecdings the novily made
vhich neweomers dashced amid blows from shirts, j:
sloshing water on deck. Later the gantlet was reop
ing of a run into the full stycem of a fire hose

Hour after hour the Royzl Cops scouned the shii for nov vi:ctise, vntil the

supply ran out, whereupon the army took over ~nd ecrric’ ..

At 3:15 p.m, it was announced that the ship would cross the Toivtor in
cxactly five minutcs. At 3:2C came the dramstic word it ! Gty Y e :» Galvert
was on the line separating tho northern and southern e = = >

~_ snnouneer-teliked the—ﬂﬁﬂ—*ﬁm“—rTSFEWn oG PRy -OF cyce Goyidis:
as if to discern & differcncec in anpesrance between the twue halvoe off
sphere,

The Big Momemt had come and gone, and 2 new fretern=1 spirit 'ving ov
jampacked Calvert, still stcaming along in convoy position towntd t.z oot
field where, barring a miracle, some new Shellbacks' hoves end Zsves nud
viould cbb out under a tropiczl sun.

In most minds stirred the compassionate hope thnt the last swv ﬂ’ oded days

of these as yet unseleeted comrndes would have been rmnde ¢ B 253 abls

rituel wherein laughter ruled unchallenged for a long, dronntlic vhil.
R S IR

Appreciation in behelf of the officcrs and crew is hoich

Captein Edwerd J. Sweeney for his splendid cooperstion, both {
to holding the party and in the outstrnding exemple of good s
displayed as a participant.

ox Y\“(f“( d te
= his consent
‘v he

Coripiled by 1t.(jz) Abe Weinberg, shin's scerctary and iar Corresszondent
Harold P, Smith of the Chicago Tribune,

Cover design by Private Peter Motzger of P‘z‘cano. Celifornia, assisted by
Sergeants John Gonzales and Joseph Martel of New York City.
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