. attached to TransDiv 30, Transports Group Baker, operating with TF 52, | Co T

- remained from the date of its arrival, 28 June, until 19 Joly,

g 9 May 194 ‘
3aipan was conducted undcr slmnlated cendi,iaﬁs in Ma.~ea~Ea : ¢
-next ‘two days wers spent at Pearl Harbor and oh- 21 May 1944 sailed for Eni

30 in the U.5.S, 1EONARD WOOD (APu.lZ) was C&;Jtaln D.W. LOOMIS, US, first cér;handin
offlcer of" the CALVERT. : :

SR The perlod during 8 to 11 June, 19AA was devctcd to provislaning watering
4,end fuelmng. On 1l Junc departure was made for Saipan, next objective of the e
‘CALVERT, with Landing Team One of Combat: Tean 24, kth Marine Division; a total of -
87 officers and 1221 men with 660 short tons of cargo and supplics, combzt loadud.
~ Hydrographic Units No, 2 and 4 (CTU 52, 13.8) consisting of 7 officers and 33 en~
‘listed men, and Air Support Group IA con&iating of & offlcers and 17 en@isted men .
~ werc also embarked. . ‘

. The mission of this vessel for the SAIPAN oper;tion was to conduct a :

vdlver31ongry movement off Tanapag Harbor, Saipan, Mariannas Archipelago, Organized
for this purpose was a Demonstration Group, TG 52,9 consisting of TransDiv 10 and 3t :
The CALVERT was further directed to maintain readiness as “priority ghip Number
@ne" in the leiSlon to debark troops and e- "Tgo “on call" off Salpan. ’

‘ ‘In company with TransDiv 10 and 30 ‘the CALVERT arrlved of £ Tanapac Herbor
‘at 0640, 15 June 1944, D-Day., The Dcmonstpetion Group (TransDiv 10 and 30) aimed
at diverting cnemy's ground forces away from actual landing beaches, DLiversionary
~ boats returned to CALVERT at 0833 and were all hoisted aboard by 0910 when
~ TransDiv 10 and 30, the Demonstration Group, were underway to efrfect a joinder o
~ with Transport Group Baker ut 1100, Beir: "Priurity Ship Number Oneé", the call can«~

“at 1105 to boat the landlng teamg all assault waves were debarked by lﬁl5. K ‘

On D-Day, 15 June 1944, only 182 tons of equipment whlch accompanied assaul L
waves were unloaded, Bosts were employed to land following groups and their gear: .
The Assistant Division Commande», 24th Msrines and staff, Division Support Cotmander
and staff and a JASCO. On 16 JdDE, after maneuvering durlnv the night, the gpoup
retirned to the obj;ct#ve at 0655, Discharging of cargo commenced at 0715 and -
continued for 103 hours. 78t tons short tons werc unloaded. On D-Day plus 2, 17 .
June, the CALVERT returned to the objective after retiring for the. nlght and unlaao
the balance of her cargo, completlng the task at 1“00. - :

On D-Day the nortar fare over thb bort chamnel was so 1ntense that landlng )
- sraft were forbidden entrancc to the chamnel until 1000 the next morning. No

c0ats from the CALNERT could enter the Yeliow Beach area because of coral obstructwnj
.ons, o o

From 1500, D-Da, "y, 15 dune, to 24 Juna, 168 casualtles wére received on .
oard and treated. Of which, 51 r»turnea tu the beach for dutya 69 were transferr
~ bo the U.S.S. SAMARITAN, 38 io the U,5.S, RELIEF =nd 6 were retained abbard, Five
. 'eaths resulted from casualties received aboard, Several mcmbers of shipfs =~ -

:ompany were wounded and ewarded Purple Hearts thcrefor on 1l Gctober l9b4, :

Departure was made from Sa aipan.on 24 Junc for Eniwetok wherc':,f

'f.GALVERT commenced a return voyage to Saipan, arr1v1ng there. o
suhsequen$ to its departure after*pﬂrtlcipatlng ln the Saipaa




