The Commander in Chlef United States Palelc Fleet commended the
following for service as set forth below° o

Lieutenant Commander Michael James STAPLETON, USNR
Averill Park
New York, N,Y,

RCitation": "For extraordinarv achizvement as Senior Medical Officer of

Thomas Hastings GRAY, liotor Machinist!s Mate Third Class, U.S. Navy

an assaull, transport curing the amphibious assau¢+s upon S‘L11y,

Makin Isiard; Kwajalzin Atoll, Marshall Islendcs =nd S lp N, in .
orgarizing his depariment to receive and treat wvund*ﬁ 1O)p

and Nava™ casuaities, By his superior skill and lnonlzige he .
devised a plan to roce1Ve casualties from a hostile Leash which N

accounted for the immediate treatment of seriously wounded men,
His 1n~t¢af1ve, perseverance and professional ability have con-
stantly been an 1nsp1ratlon to all serving with him, His conduct
and excellent service in the line of his profession during all
operations have consistently been above and beyond the call of
duty, and worthy of the highest traditions of the Naval Service,"

To: 1
642 East Hilton, Sta }
Philadelphia,  Penn. ‘ : '

¥Citation": "For distinguishing himself by meritorious achievement as :

a member of a lording bost while under fire during operstions -
against the enemy, during the night of 223 .June 1944, at Sa*pan,
liarianas Islardz. He essisted in the transporting of wounded men ;
from damaged landing craft, and by his cool and excellent per— S
formance of duty contvlbvted to the saving of the lives of at ‘
least two mer and expecited medical care for six others. After -

the wounded men were board a transport he remained with his boat,

which was in a sinking condition, and in the morning returned to

his ship. His conduct throughout distinguished him among others

performing duties of the same character and was in keeping with

the highest tradltlons of the Naval Service,"




