CALVERSION

OFFICIAL NEASLETTER OF THE MEN OF THE USS CALVERT APASZ

"The Ship and Men of Distinction”

Published and compiled by John L. Cole 504 Centenial Drive,Kenyon,Minnesota 55944

How It All Happened.

A good friend of mine,Mr Howard Yeld of
Kenyon Minn. (Owner of Cheverolet oldest
Bealership) has been attending reunions of the
11 Airborn for many years. He said that his
group started because one man got things poing.
Jell that got me thinking as I have threztened
Lo do something since I left the lavy,in 1954,
50 1 put & notice in a service publication and
Lhe responce I got was great for a first try.

I sent back forms to all I heard from and the
start had begun. As I want to share wit: you
what T know,here is what I have so far, ¥y thanks
to Mr, Hen Graves for the first answer and help.
Any materials sent should be coppies as T do not
want to be responsitle for originals in case
they are lost. Ifyou enjoy this newsletter let
me and your Havy buddies know about it......
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Calvesi
A eounty in Marylund.

The first Caleert (No. 2274), n motor bonl ;
the Navy during 1917-1918, T LTDEN s MREPRL I

(AP-65: dp. BR8O; 1. 481'; b. BE'F"; dr, 25'8"; &, 16 k.:
epl. B6E; a. 1 6%, 3 3°; el Crescent City)

The seeond Calvert (AP-66) was lnunched 22
1942 as Del Orleans by ;Iethlehem-snrmws P:E;IJ:'I,{'
Shipyard, Inc., under & Maritime Commission contract
gponsored by Mrs. M, G. Fitch: asquired by the Navy
30 Septemher 1942; and commiszsioned the next day,
Captain D. W. Loomis in command. She was reclagsi-
fled APA-32, 1 Febroary 1043,

Calvert began the consistently superior service which
was to win her & Navy Unit gomnmdlti-on when ahe
sailed from Morfolk 26 October 1842 for the invasion
of North Africa. She competently landed her mﬁ at
Safl, French Morocco on 8 November, and 6 days later
aailed for Norfolk to train troops in d:.lnpnlu Bay for
other invasions. On 8 June 1948 she departed for the
Mediterranean and her second or asanult landing, at
Beoglittli, Sicily, where she skillfully put her troops
ashore on 12 July.

By 3 Avgust 1843, Calvert wan back st Norfolk, a
veteran of asshult landings in the Atlantic, and now
Pacific bound for steppling stone invasions to the Japa-
nese homeland. She arrived st Pearl Hafor on 26
September to train and land troops of the 27th Division,
USA, on Makin, Gilbert Islands, 20 November. Her
homy schoedule tock the transport hack to the wast conat
the following month to train troops for forthcoming
ﬂ-‘!‘l‘l{fhihiﬂ'lll assaults, and in January 1944 she waas
underway for the Marshalls where on | February her
tm?u stormed ashore om Ewajalein for another sue-
cesaful invasion,

Caleert's next well-planned, well-executed operation
was in the Marianas where she conducted diversionary
landings off Tanapag Harbor at Snipan (16-24 June)
and Tinian (24 July), an effort which added immessur-

UBS Calvert (APA-32)

the Philippines (9 January 1946) at Lingayen Gulf to
begin the capture of Luzon. The following month, with
troops embarked at Bink, Calvert successfully landed
her mssault waves at Mindoro on 9 February. The vet-
eran Calver! was now ordered to the west const fop
overhsul and conversion to an amphibions flagship, ar-
riving Bremerton 26 March.

Calver! completed her conversion as the war ended in
ﬂ1q Puacifie, and on 24 August 1945 clearsd for the
Phitippines to lift troops to Hire Wan for the OrEUpa-
tion of Japan. “Magic Carpet” duty, returning troops
home to the west conat, was her asrignment between 7
November 1845 and 31 May 1948 prior to arrival at
Norfolk where she was placed out of commisgion in
resirve 26 Febhruary 1947,

With the outbreak of war in Korea in the sutnmer of
1960 Calvert was recalled to active serviee and recom-
missioned I8 October 1960, During her twe tours in the
Far East she trained troops in Japan and Korea, rede-
ployed Korean troops, and transported troops te and
from Korea from the west coast, Following this war
Calvert remained on active service with the t, alter-
nating west coast operations with cruises to the western
Pacific. During this service she took part in the “Pas-
sage to Freedom" operstion in the summer of 1064
when she lifted over 6,000 Indochiness civilians from
Communist-surrounded Halphong to southern Viet Nam,
In 1868 during the Middle Enst crisis and Lebanon
landings by the 6th Fleet, Calvert, eombat-loaded, atood
ready quth the Tth Fleet, alert for any extension of
trouble in the Paesific. Alternating west coast operations
;u;t;g cruise to the western Pocific continued through

I“. uddif:inn to her Novy Unit Commendation, Calpert
received eight battle stars for service in World War II,
und #wn for service in Korea.

In a letter that T pot.from the

Lavy Dent.thoy sald, "The U538 Calvert

APA 32 was seld for scrap ,11 ilareh 1977

ably to the success of the main assault. She returned to to Levin letzls Cornoration and is no

Pearl Harbor in August urril‘ns 420 Japaness and
Korean prisoners of war, und the following month was
again westward bound to take part in the all-important
invasion of the Philippines.

On 20 October 1944 Calvert was off Leyte dispatching
her troops for the initial landings. She made a quick
turn sround and was back on 18 November to pour
more men and equipment from MNew Guinea into the
Philippines Lo ensure the Allled advance. At Cape
Gloucester she embarked troops for another mssaunlt on

longer in oxistencei.cuee.

J.l.cole



ian across your ad in the VFW magazine calling for old bunkies from the Calvert. Well
can't say I re:ember you and you will probibly say the same aboat me, but T thought

I'd drop you a line amyway. iy name is Vincent . I'm not a plank owner of the Calvert
but peetiy close. We were getiing ready for the Africaian Invasion aboard the Harvey
Lee and the day we were to meet up with the convoy, we broke down. So they brought
down the brand new ship Calvert along side and we transferred everything from the
Harvey to the Calvert and joined the convoy three or four days later to make the hit.
Were you there John? I was in the 3rd Division. Think we hit Sale, then Siciley
later back to the States, through the cannal the San Deimo and I pot off at San Fransco.
We have a Harry Lee reunion here in the colony's about ever 3 yrs. So 3 of the

tunech *hat went aboard the Calvert come to the reunion,Everyone from the bunely that
you may be looking for, You should contact Frank Douka 134 'Hphland Ave. Maldeuw, ass.
He would have all or most all of the names and addresses Trom the old Calvert.

Vincent Shwalb

Greetings from a former shipmate of the U35 Calvert. Saw your notice in the July VF¥
magazine which T received today. I served aboard the Calvert from 43-46 in T Division
as and electrician 2fc, and also as a member of the leach Party rn. Jent aboard in
San Diego, fresh out of booi camp and electricians school. ‘hat division were you in?
I bunkec in the small erews quarters just forward of §1 hole, when first aboard, amd
later moved to the area surrounding the offices dining room, Our work shop was just
forward of #3 hole. iHany a watch I have stood in the engine room an the senerators amd
main switchboard. Also in the of'ten steering room myr battle station was a 20 mm Gun,
just below the signal bridge. Tirst action was in the Gilbert Tslands. Am sure you
have memory of such places as llor Yo, V1ithi 4 1011, Jew Gueinz and all ithe other
beautiful anchorage's they found for us. lIlA T au in possession ol several pictures of
the Clavert, one in Shanghei, Cina and {aiser ship yards in Poriland Cregon. S5till
carry my certicication card as a Trusiy Shellback, dated 1 Det. 44, sipned by

il,J. Monis W.T.1/e 5, lear, ¢ and Capt. J.!, Warris, Comianding officer. I also
have a history of the Calvert which you might be interested in. W ill Le happy to make
you a copy of it, if you desire. I was discharzed inld leaving the ship in 3an Frane-
isco after a trip to Tiensiu, China and all poin.s Zast on the lagie Corpet duty

after the war. 3tayed out until Julyr 47, and resnlisted in the Alr Foreec and remained
until 1 Sept. 70, at which time T retired with 256 yrs. 19 days zctive duty. At
present T am a Seeurity Guard at laleo Chemieal Plant. T am active in the VFW Post
8576 as post adjutant, Color Guard Commander, Post Commander and several Post Commettes,
¥ade several attempts to find out what happened to the Calvert., Do you know? It
seems so stranpge to write about the best ship in the llavy after some thirty odd years,
The old memories cmme flooding back some pood some bad.Would you have , or if you rec-
eive any other letters, of former shipmates in the Scuth TX. Area? ‘ould surely

like to have thelr names and addresses in order to contact as many as possible. Am
especialy interested in the [jouston, TX area. Jasper /. Vickers.

I just swa the VFW Mapazine in the mall this morning, and was looking over the diff-
erent re-unuions and came across your nanme, serving abroad the USS Calvert and T

am writing to you because I served alread this ship dwring Wi=2. I went abroad

her in Sept. 43 and stayed for about & months and was abroad her when we want to lacon
Island with the Army and also when we invaded the Marshall Islands, e were on

and off the Tsland of 'lilo in the [lawiiian Tslands and T was sent along with a few
others to Island of jlaui in the Hawliiian Islan to set up a Ships Company forthe Under-
waters Denliticr and T stayed with them for  bout 2 wvears and if there were an out-
fit in WW#2 that deserveany nore praise than the Demolition I don't know who they are
for we also supporied the 4th jfarine Disc. ~nd thae Uss Calvert had scme of the 4th
Harine Disc aboard for th- invasion ol the Harshall Tslands. T was stationed in




Minat, ND for 4 years. 59-63 and I had the pleasure of visiting your Stat~ several
times.!My thoughts have been on this ship and what happened to her and her Crew - for
many years. I have checked the VFW and Amerlcan Legion lMagazine for information about
her and this is the first time I have seen anything about her, so please send me any
information you might have about her and crew.When I was with the underwater Demolition
team, I talked to some of the men and they were in Convoys with her.I have jsut finish-
ed serving a year as Commander of our local VFW here in Milan T and enjoyed it very
much. I sure wish we could get a list of the crew that was abroad the UST Calvert
during the 43-44, I'm sure I 11.d remember most of them and I certainly would like to
here from all the ship-mates. Kenneth R. Redden

------ 30 days cause I didnt send
my_letter to John==—ee——-

liow that I have your attention remember that
I still need address of former Calvert
shipmates. Send them to me as soon as you
can.

John L. Cole

504 Centenial Drive

Kenyon, Minnesota 55946




Dear John:

Just saw your notice in the July V.F.W. magozine. T was in the 1lst division of
the U.SS. Calvert form 1952 until 1956. ‘Would be very much interested in having
a re-undion or just contacting some of my buddies. I have the address of only one
of the guys that were on the ship at the time I was. His name is Royce Edwin
Bartlett of Dallas, TX. Sure would appreeciate it if you would pass on any informa-
tion you get fron this notice in the V.f.w. magozine.

Ben Graves

I was a member of the crew of the Uss Calvert from June 1950 thru June 1351-
Operations Division, I believe I remember you- send picture if possitble taken at
"that time.

Richard M. Smith

I am truly sorry for the delay, got caught yp in the rat race still pulling to get
loose-(10 hr. days and Sat.) Hope you have had better luck with the other fellows.
Houss misplaced my old adress book too, so seems I'm not much help. We did spend
several week ends at our cabin and a week in August. Aim to get up thru 10/9, but
have chicken pox in the family just depends if no one has it by then. We have a
phone there , if you happen to be in the area, give us a call 507-452-9458, and
come on down. ick and Glynna Morse

I hope this letter fines you and your family in the best of health. I was looking
through the V.F.W. magagine and came across yowr Ad. I was statlon on the U35
Calvert, from 1958 to 1260, I do not know if we were on the same ship togeather,
But I thourht you wouldn't mind, me writing to you since we both were once station
on it. When you put sown the ship's name 'wu forgot to mention it number, which
was= APA-32. T started out as Md, and chanped o a BT from there I went to USS
Page county, and from there to the U35 Simmit County, those 2 were LST's. I now
lived in 3alem, Mass=- and have been for almost 19 years. I used to know a Cole,
but T am not such it was you. I you decide to answer this letter I will answer
any letter you would like to write to me., Almost every ¥-Mas I would send as ¥X=
Mas card to my old ship, the US3 Calvert APA=-3Z last year was the first time I pot
it back, because it went our of Commission. J.F. Flymn

Just got a letter from Carl Talvert today with an notice regarding the death of his
wife Pauline. Evidenily you have moved recently, still at the base but very uncertain.
Have a girl from France here with us for a nonth so took a weeks vacation. Whesather
has been nice and we are fine, hope this find you the same. Jack Ferris

I read you liotice as in the July issuebon VFW magazine wanting to contact former
members of the USS Calvert. I was in the ilavy from 4/25/44 to 1/25/46. I was a
ship filter 3fe. On my disecahrge papers my service was 1.Usn Great Likee,T1l,
2.Comad, Comphile for Pae. 3.Uss Calvert (APA 32). I had earned 36 points, Amer-
ican Aria Viectory Medal Asiotic Pacific. I'Ve been married since 10/18/41. I

Have a daughter, Bonnie, born 5/15/42, a son Van vorn 5/24/43, a daughter Vvikki

born 11/17/59. Also six grandsons ages 16, 14, 7, 6, and 2. In 54 years old now
and I retired from a foundry July 1. After 35 years of being a core-filer. I don't
no if I can make ends meet on the pension check byt time will tell I'm going to spend
a lot of time fishing and hunting. Maybe live off the fat of the land. Let me know
if you hear from buddies who were on the Calvert when I was. Harowd C. Love
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(APA-32)

Ben Graves M3 53=56 John L. Cole BT2 50-52
P.0.Box 666 504 Centenial Drive
Me Kinney Texas 75063 Kenyon,Minnesota 55346
Vincent Szwabowskl BMZ J«.Es Claar BTR2 50-51
128 Alpine Terrace R.D.1
Arlington, Mass. 02174 Duneansville,Pa. 16635
Frank Donka Kenneth R. Hedden
134 Highland Ave. 357 Broad St. _
Maldeu, Mass. Milan, Tennessee 38358
Michael G. Lesniak cr N e ] James F. lynn MM_ET 58-60
Foley, Minnesota 56327 P.0. Box361

Salem, Mass. 01970
Royce Hdwin Bartlet 53 52=56
811 Wayne 5t. Harold C. Love SF3 IITS
Dallis, Texas 75223 Al 279 Peterson Rd.

lorth Muskegon,Michigan Labds
Albert J. Posey

Vet. Adm, Domiciliary, Sect.f tichard Morse =1 51=54
shite City, Oregon 97501 hll.2 Lakeland

Galesberg Ill. £1401
Hobert 1. Fox QSN H2-54
940OFix Road llevert A. Stout SH 5155
¥onrge, Michigzan 45161 OFD 2

Straw Plains Tenn. 37371
Jasper W. Vickers TN2 4 3=l
215 Stratton Ridge Road #1730 itichard #. Srink T3 Q=52
Clute Texas 7753 755 Devonshire {id.

Valpariso, Indiana L5383
Fichard M. Smith 50-51
idfield Farm Howard i!. Tillet END3 50=51
Tox 690 1.5 2914 Brighton St.
0ld Johnny Cake Joad hiladelphia, Pa 19149
wWoodlawn, HMaryland 21207

fichard K. Dickson
Harry M. Gramentz N3 53=55 P.0. Boxz2h3
2523 220 5T .4 "ilan, ilew ixco S7021
Farmington, Minnesota 55024

James E. Nash
913 Whitney Drive
Apple Valley, Minnesota 55124

Jack Ferris BT2 50=54
Star Routes FBox 49
5ilver Fay, HMinnesota 55614

Carl L.Talbert
45 Box380
Albemarle, H.C.258001



I noted your request to hear from former shipmates of the USS Calvert in the July
issue of V.F.W. magazine. I served aboard the Calvert from Sept. 52 to March of 54,
in the N Division. Qur Division officer was Ensign Stein and Mr. Mavingation officer
was a Lt. Commander, later Commander, Fred Irby. I can barely remember a LTJG Nesbitt
LCOR Desmond, and a jarhead attached to the engineering Division whose name I cannot
recall. Owr home port was San Diego from which we made Numerous trips to Inchon and
Pusan, Korea with stops at Hawaii, Japan and Hong Kong. I have seved aboard a carrier,
USS Kearsarge, and a seaplane tender, USS Curtuss. I doubt very much if ther ships
are still afloat; probably scrapped years ago. However, If you were aboaord during
my tenure, or if you receive letters from someone who was, I would appreciate your
sending me there names and addresses. Perhaps a reunion could be for the coming.
Roberi L. Fox

Really glad to reveive a letter from you: Have often wondered what has become of the
guys that were aboard the Calvert. Have pertiy much lost contact with all tut a few
Would be great if a list could be comprised such as your doing and all names and add-
resses forwarded to each. T often look at pictures we took 25 yrs. ago and sometdimes
have a time remembering names.One I have of you is after your famous nose operation
with the bandage on your face. So what have you done with your life after getting
out of the lavy? Are you married? How big of a family? What line of work are you in?
fave you ever visited or seen anyone I know from the Calvert? Did you spend your
intire enlistment on the Calvert? We wonlc enjoy verv much seeing you and your family
soon if at all possible. We have traveled quite a bit throughout thi US . e have
never gotton to MN for some reason. I know Jack Ferris lives somewhere up there,
because I've talked to and visited in Pa. also Jack has been to Claars home.
Claar had and aperation on hi: throat and they removed part of this voice box
about a year ago. Haven't seen or heard from -em in quite some time. Since I've
got out in 54 I've been working at one job sirece. I work for Youngstown sheet and tube
Co., pot 23 years in nov and 7 to po before retirement. T'm married have 3 children,
1 boy 22 years, 1 girl 20 and another daughter 15 who is still at home. I'm general
foreman of over 150 people who work for me. XZipht now I'm on vacation and have to
go back to work Honday. Zaymond N. Frink

I saw your request for Calvert, APA 32 Contacts in the July issue of V.F.W, ¥agazine.
There is another one of us living in Portland, Ore. which I have been in close
friendship with since 1952. We were all the way rom Siapan through the Philippines
as HN2 Idvision. His name is Henry Dittmer. T lost a left leg during the [orean wvar
and am still trying to get service connection on m; eye from Shraprrel in Leyte

Gulf'. Dittmer signed a certifiecation for me on that so it seems assured up to now.
Just drop me a letter and we will start {rom there. Always glad to hear from a ship-
mate, OR? Posey, Albert J.

Geel it sure was a surprise to hear from someone who served aboard the Calvert.

We think of all of you of'ten. Youand Morse were the only ones Dick chummed around
with. We do not know the addresses of any ol the crew. The only one we knew was lorse
was {rom some place in Missouri. Dick retired in 1967 but put in 7 yrs. laval Reserve
so all together it was 30 yearc retirement. What did you do stay in or pet out? What
lkind of work are ycur in? As for as we have 3 children all rrown and one grandson.
Qur oldest daughter was in the ¥~ rine and married a marine lives in So. Caralina.
Our son was in the Marin-s he lives in Houston TX" OJur youngest daughter just
graduated hish scheool this_year. She still lives at home. Yavenot made up her mind as
to what she was to do. Enclosed is a Xerox copy of a picture of the crew and some of
the names I remember. So hope it will be of some help to you. If yov don't have
one T will be more than happy to have one made for you. I{ you happen to get the add-
ressec  of the rest of the crew please let us have them. Jichard Dickson

Be smail’,

Be s,
Senavy



